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Copyright Notice 
 

You may not reproduce, transmit, transcribe, store in a retrieval system or translate into any 
human or computer language this manual and software. These actions, in any form or by 
any means, are illegal without the express written permission of Puritas Springs Software. 

 
 

Limited Warranty 

 
During the period of time before a major upgrade, if the downloaded file that makes up the 
then-current version of this software is defective, then the originally licensed user of record 
may contact Puritas Springs Software, 645 McKee Trail, Hinckley, Ohio 44233-9209 and a 
replacement download will be arranged. Puritas Springs Software reserves the right to 
define and decide what constitutes a major upgrade. 
 

Disclaimer & Limitations 
 

Puritas Springs Software provides Ohio Spousal Support Calculator for Windows 
(MA_2017), consisting of both the software and this manual, "AS IS." The software and 
manual carry no warranty as to performance, merchantability or fitness for any particular 
use. Puritas Springs Software specifically disclaims all warranties, express or implied, re-
garding the software or our services, and Puritas Springs Software does not warrant that 
the software or services are free from defects, interruption, errors or other program limita-
tions. For states containing limitations on implied warranties, any such implied warranties 
are limited to 60 days from the date of purchase. The rights provided by this Limited War-
ranty shall be limited to the original, registered and recorded purchaser of the software. Said 
rights are limited to the cost of the software and are non-transferable. You assume all liabil-
ity and responsibility for the accuracy of any form produced by this software. Recognizing 
this, Puritas Springs Software has exercised due care in the preparation of the software 
and manual. In no event, however, shall the authors or publisher be liable for direct, inciden-
tal or consequential damages, or damages of any type, arising from the use of MA_2017. 
 
This Agreement sets forth Puritas Springs Software’s entire liability and your exclusive 
rights and remedy with respect to the software. Headings are included for convenience and 
shall not be considered in interpreting this Agreement. This Agreement does not limit any 
rights that Puritas Springs Software may have under trade secret, copyright, patent or 
other laws, federal or state. 
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System Requirements. Ohio Spousal Sup-

port Calculator for Windows (MA_2017) is 

a 32-bit application that runs in Windows 10, 

Windows 8, Windows 7, Vista, Windows XP, 

and Mac Version 10.8 or better operating 

systems. 

 

MA_2017 is delivered as a downloadable 

executable that contains the MA_2017 pro-

gram and related Internal Revenue Service tax forms, instructions and publications. 

 

MA_2017 works best with a SVGA video card capable of displaying 1024 x 768 

pixels at a minimum of 256 colors. These are considered old standards, and if you 

don’t know what you’ve got, chances are excellent that your system is compatible. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The Mac version of this application require Microsoft Word 

for Mac in order to print completed forms. 

 

Free Upgrades 

 

The programming and production constraints imposed by the time-sensitive nature 

of the subject matter are obvious. As is true of all tax and tax-related software, up-

grades are very important and updates are published periodically. Once published, 

and only with your permission, MA_2017 will download and install updates auto-

matically as explained below. 

 

MA_2017 automatically checks for the availability of upgrades on the Internet and 

notifies you accordingly. You are given the choice of downloading the update or de-

ferring until some later time. Installation of the update using this method is auto-

matic. 

 

Note: Mac users will likely need to find the MA_2017.dmg file in the Downloads 
folder after it has been downloaded. Double-clicking on the MA_2017.dmg file will 

“mount” the disk image and it will appear as a device on the left side of your Finder 
window. Click on the mounted file and to the right you will see the contents of the 

disk image: MA_2017.pkg. To install the update, double-click the MA_2017.pkg 

file and the Mac installer application with begin. 
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In General 
 

Install MA_2017 to your computer by running the set-
upma_2017.exe file from our web server. You are always 

assigned a password for that purpose although passwords expire after a period of 

time. You will be assigned a new password if you need to reinstall the software. Al-

though the installation process is mostly automatic and intuitive, you can follow the 

steps below just to make sure that the installation is moving along smoothly. 

 

Installation (Windows Users Only) 

 

A. When you run the installation file from our web site, you’ll see the Setup pro-

gress meter until the Welcome dialog appears. Click the Next button to proceed 

with installation. Follow the standard Windows installation protocol by making 

sure all other programs/applications are turned off-not just minimized (still on 

your task bar), but terminated. Click Cancel if you want to abort installation. 

 

B The Puritas Springs Software Licensing Agreement appears in the next dialog. 

Choose the “I accept…” option and then click the Next button to accept the terms 

and conditions of the license and continue with the installation. If you do not 

agree to the terms of the Licensing Agreement, you will not be able to continue 

installing the program. 

 

C. Verify your user identification information and click the Next button. 

 

D. Now, verify the destination folder. We strongly recommend the default: 

C:\Program Files\Puritas\MA_2017 or  C:\Program Files (x86)
\Puritas\MA_2017 on 64-bit computers. We do not support installation to alter-

nate locations. Click the Next button to continue. 

 

E. The next dialog asks you to select the location where the database files will be 

stored. Here, the InstallShield Wizard is using the word “database” as the place 

where your client files will be stored. The default location is 

C:\Puritas\MA_2017\Files. 
 

F. The next dialog to appear is Setup Type. Choose Typical and click on Next. 
Minimum installs MA_2017 without the IRS PDF forms and publications and 

saves a few megabytes of disk space, but on today’s drives space is usually not an 

issue for law offices. Consequently, the Typical installation is recommended. 

 

G. The installation begins when you click the Install button in the Ready to Install 
the Program dialog. A progress meter will keep you informed as the program 

files are transferred from the CD to your hard drive. 

 

Installing MA_2017 
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H. When the installation process is complete, the InstallShield Wizard Completed 

dialog advises you that the installation process was successfully completed. 

 

Starting MA_2017 

 

Windows. Start MA_2017 by clicking on the MA_2017 desktop icon or use the Start 
menu’s Programs|Puritas Springs Software and click on the MA_2017 item. From 

Windows Explorer, you can also double-click any MA7 file. Doing so will start 

MA_2017 and open the selected file. 

 

Mac. Go to the Applications folder and double-click on MA_2017.app. 

 

IRS Forms, Schedules, Instructions & Publications 

 

The included IRS materials contain hundreds of pages of divorce-related tax informa-

tion published in PDF format. The PDF Reader is free and may be obtained by visit-

ing the IRS web site or www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html. 
 

View the PDF files by clicking MA_2017’s Help menu’s IRS Forms & Pubs item. 

Remember, you must have PDF reader installed. Below is a partial list: 

 

Forms & Schedules 

Form 1040 

Schedules A & B 

Schedule SE 

Form 2441 

Form 6251 

Ohio Form IT 1040 

 

Publications 

Publication 17 - Your Federal Income Tax 

Publication 501 - Exemptions, Standard Deduction and Filing Information 

Publication 503 - Child & Dependent Care Expenses 

Publication 504 - Divorced or Separated Individuals 

Publication 596 - Earned Income Credit 

Publication 972 - Child Tax Credit 

 

Instructions & Misc. 

Form 1040 Instructions 

Tax Tables 

Schedule A Instructions 

Schedule SE Instructions 

Form 2441 Instructions 

Ohio Form IT 1040 Instructions 
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What Does MA_2017 Do? 

 

MA_2017 is a software tool for calculating spousal support and child support based 

on income equalization principles alluded to in the Ohio Revised Code. In the 

course of addressing the spousal support calculation, MA_2017 prepares a financial 

analysis of the marital estate that may be used in pretrials and trials. The child sup-

port software that is incorporated in MA_2017 is the same as in our long-standing 

Revised Ohio Child Support Guidelines (WROCSG) which has been the child sup-

port calculator of choice since 1994. Over the years, more than 200 County Courts 

and Government Agencies use WROCSG including Domestic Relations Courts, Ju-

venile Courts, Probate Courts, Child Support Enforcement Agencies, Department of 

Human Services, Department of Job & Family Services, Prosecutor’s Offices, Ap-

pellate Courts, Law Libraries and Universities. 

 

Spousal Support 
 

Ohio Revised Code 3105.18(B) lists eleven factors a trial court must consider in de-

termining spousal support. In this framework, the purpose of MA_2017 is to suggest 

a range of recommended spousal support figures that is not simply the result of a tax 

analysis or income equalization formula. You can view the results and methodology 

by displaying the forms under the Spousal Support section of the Main Window's 
tree view. There’s an illustration of the Main Window at the top of the following 

page. 

 

The Spousal Support section of the Main Window contains these four items: 

 

1. Income, Taxes, Support & Expenses (ITSE) 
 

A husband-and-wife, side-by-side summary of the parties’ taxable and nontaxable 

income along with personal and living expenses. Both before-tax and after-tax in-

formation is provided consistent with the currently-set amount of spousal support. If 

there’s one form to review relative to a proposed spousal support amount, this is it! 

 

2. Support v. Lifestyle 
 

This form is a table that summarizes the information contained in the Income, Ex-
penses, Support & Expenses form through a range of 28 different values of 

spousal support. An excellent and interesting form for comparing the parties’ re-
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spective ability to meet essential and non-essential living expenses at different levels 

of spousal support. This form is elemental to the spousal support analysis. Impor-

tant levels of spousal support are highlighted in yellow. 

 

3. Report—Statutory Considerations 
 

This form begins by calculating the difference between the parties' respective total 

incomes. These total income figures are then adjusted for payment of federal, state 

and local income taxes so that a more realistic starting point is achieved for evaluat-

ing and comparing after-tax income and a party’s ability to meet living expenses. 

 

Using this after-tax equalization as a starting point, MA_2017 goes on to test the 

parties' incomes against their essential and nonessential expenses. The obvious pur-

pose of this comparison being a determination as to whether a party can meet living 

expenses at a particular income level. While distinguishing between essential and 

nonessential living expenses may seem arbitrary or artificial, in cases where spend-

able income will not meet living expenses, knowing which expenses are nonessen-

tial takes on a greatly increased importance. Considering that division of the family 

necessarily involves supporting two households on the same combined income that 

previously supported one, it is not surprising that categorizing expenses as essential 

or nonessential is a practical necessity. 

 

4. Set Spousal Support 
 

This form shows the amount of spousal support calculated by MA_2017 from the 

Support v Lifestyle form at the level where the parties' total income is equal or near 

to equal as adjusted for payment of spousal support, child support if applicable and 

income taxes. NOTE: When you have reviewed the Lifestyle form and have de-

cided on a spousal support amount, this is the form where you enter your chosen 

spousal support amount. It is also useful to zero-override the amount on this form 

when you wish to do a child support calculations or tax analysis without considering 

spousal support and its tax consequences.

Illustration 1. The Main Window 
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Child Support 

 

What can we say about the child support program that you don’t already know. One 

important thing to note is that data entry can only be performed on one of the three 

available child support views: the Annotated forms. The Statutory form and the 

Short forms are form printing and display only. The Annotated worksheet is used 

for data entry because it allows access to all the collateral information and side cal-

culations that are not available in the other worksheet versions. Another thing to 

note is that if you use the proper data entry method as described in our Tutorial and 

do the preliminary forms first (General Information, Payroll, etc.), the child sup-

port worksheet will nearly fill itself out. If you attempt to complete the child support 

worksheet without completing preliminary forms (i.e., income, payroll and expense 

forms), you’re using the wrong tool for the job. This last point is worth repeating: it 

is difficult, if not impossible, to start a new file and dive right in to the child 

support worksheets—that’s what the stand-alone child support program is for. 

It is important that you complete the General Information Worksheet, Income 
and Expense screens before attempting to complete the child support worksheets. 

 

Taxes 

 

There are a number of ways in which the provisions of a separation agreement or 

divorce judgment entry can affect a party's income taxes. Two common provisions 

involve the taking of child dependency exemptions and the payment of alimony. Ali-

mony is now called spousal support in Ohio, but in this section of the manual we’ll 

call it alimony to be consistent with IRS terminology. 

 

Under the Internal Revenue Code, the payment of alimony is an adjustment to the 

payor's income, and its receipt is income to the payee/recipient. Child dependency 

exemptions are treated as deductions. To the alimony payor, the difference between 

an adjustment to income and a child dependency exemption is usually not great. 

They both decrease income prior to the determination of tax liability. Because the 

adjustment or deduction is taken prior to the calculation of taxes, the dollar 

amount of an adjustment or deduction does not translate dollar-for-dollar into 

tax savings. 

 

A Note About The Following Example 

 

The following example is provided to give an idea of the tax principles involved. 

The actual tax liabilities (and other facets of the tax calculation) have not been up-

dated since 2012. The difference between using 2015 tax information (which is not 

available at the time of this writing) and pre-2015 tax information is not important in 

so far as understanding the nature of spousal support payments as taxable income to 

the recipient and tax deductible to the payor. 

 

Let's examine a person earning $45,000 annually who must pay $7,500 annually in 

alimony payments. Most realize that the alimony payor doesn’t save $7,500 in taxes. 

! 
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Instead what happens is that the payor's income is reduced by $7,500. The actual 

savings is the difference in tax liability figured with and without the adjustment. The 

payor's real savings is nowhere near $7,500. Below is a breakdown assuming a stan-

dard deduction, filing status of single and one exemption. 

 
Table 1. Tax consequences of making an annual $7,500 alimony payment. 
 
Description  Without alimony With alimony 
Income   $45,000  $45,000 
Adjustment  $0   $7,500 
Adjusted income $45,000  $37,500 
Deductions  $5,150   $5,150 
Exemptions  $3,300   $3,300 
Taxable income  $36,550  $29,050 
Tax liability  $5,695   $3,980 

 

You can see from the above figures that the payment of $7,500 annual alimony did 

not save the payor $7,500 but rather $1,715. This is accomplished by reducing the 

payor's tax liability from $5,695 to $3,980. When we refer to an after-tax benefit of 

$1,875, that’s the effect that we’re describing. 

 

The deduction amount that one gets for child dependency exemptions works simi-

larly. Here's the breakdown assuming a standard deduction and two children and a 

filing status head of household. See Table 2 below. 

 
Table 2. Tax consequences of taking two child dependency exemptions. 

 
Description  No dependents 2 dependents 
Income   $45,000  $45,000 
Adjustment  $0   $0 
Adjusted income $45,000  $45,000 
Deductions  $7,550   $7,550 
Exemptions  $3,300   $9,900 
Taxable income  $34,150  $27,550 
Tax liability  $4,585   $3,595 

 

The above example results in a real-dollar savings of $990 ($4,585 versus $3,595) 

even though taking the two child dependency exemptions gave a deduction of 

$6,600 ($3,300 per child). 

 

Two observations can be made. First, when comparing the examples above, the abil-

ity of the taxpayer to qualify for Head of Household filing status results in a $1,110 

savings ($5,695 versus $4,585). Second, the higher the taxable income, the more 

real-dollar savings derived from a given adjustment or deduction. 

 

"Head of household" is a filing status classification for unmarried persons who paid 

over half the cost of keeping up a home for a qualifying person, typically a child, 

who lives with the taxpayer. Certain married people who lived apart from their 

spouse for the last six months of the year may also qualify for this filing status even 

though they were or are still technically married. IRS Publication 504 titled 

"Divorced or Separated Individuals" provides much useful information about the 
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filing status test and the advantages of using that filing status. That publication, in a 

PDF file format, is available as part of the MA_2017 installation. You’ll find it on 

the Help menu. 

 

One potentially useful application of the rules is that a qualifying child need not be 

claimed as an exemption of the taxpayer filing as head of household. As a result, in 

divorce and separation situations, the child dependency exemption can be awarded 

to one spouse (usually the support payor) without affecting the recipient/residential 

spouse's eligibility for head of household status. 

 

The second observation is that the spouse in the higher tax bracket is typically going 

to derive more benefit from a given deduction. At the top of the following page we 

present two scenarios illustrating that point arbitrarily using head of household 

status and two dependents. 

 
Table 3a. Tax consequences of taking dependency exemptions in a higher tax 
bracket. 

 
Description  No dependents 2 dependents 
Income   $85,000  $85,000 
Adjustment  $0   $0 
Adjusted income $85,000  $85,000 
Deductions  $7,550   $7,550 
Exemptions  $3,300   $9,900 
Taxable income  $74,150  $67,550 
Tax liability  $13,896  $12,246 

 

In this case the $6,200 exemption for the two children is worth $1,650 ($13,896 ver-

sus $12,246) in real, after-tax dollars. Now let's examine a spouse in a lesser income 

bracket: 

 
Table 3b. Tax consequences of taking dependency exemptions in a lower tax bracket. 
 
Description  No dependents 2 dependents 
Income   $25,000  $25,000 
Adjustment  $0   $0 
Adjusted income $25,000  $25,000 
Deductions  $7,550   $7,550 
Exemptions  $3,300   $9,900 
Taxable income  $14,150  $7,550 
Tax liability  $1,585   $755 

 

In this case the same two child dependency exemptions are worth $830. Basically, 

persons with higher income receive greater tax savings. Be mindful of the fact that 

in order to focus on effects of spousal support and child exemptions, the examples 

above did not consider the child tax credit or the earned income credit. These issues 

will considered in the next examples. 

 

MA_2017 can do more than simply make these types of comparisons, it is also able 

to consider more subtle and complicated situations. Take the example where the 

spouse receiving alimony is marginally eligible for the earned income credit and the 
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additional child tax credit. In this instance, adding alimony to that spouse's income 

does more than just make the alimony taxable. In certain instances, it can put the 

spouse in a higher tax bracket and reduce or make that spouse ineligible for the 

earned income credit and the child tax credit. Here's another example using $12,000 

annual alimony, two children, and head of household status: 

 
Table 4. Collateral tax consequences of receiving alimony. 
 
Description  Without alimony With $12,000 alimony 
Income   $22,000  $34,000 
Adjustment  $0   $0 
Adjusted income $22,000  $34,000 
Deductions  $7,550   $7,550 
Exemptions  $9,900   $9,900 
Taxable income  $4,550   $16,550 
Tax liability  $455   $1,945 
Child tax credit  $455   $1,945 
Earned income credit $2,846   $378 
Additional child tax credit $1,545   $55 
Tax refund  $4,391   $433 
Tax owed  $0   $0 

 

Before the introduction of alimony into the taxpayer/spouse’s income, they are re-

ceiving a refund of $4,391. When alimony is added to income, the taxpayer’s refund 

is reduced to $433 – a difference of $3,958! Why? One reason is that the taxable in-

come increased from $4,550 to $16,550 causing a 5% increase in the tax bracket – 

from 10% to 15%. Also, the increase in income caused the taxpayer/spouse to lose 

$2,468 of earned income credit. It’s important to note that credits, unlike deductions 

and adjustments, are true after-tax dollars; whereas, the $12,000 added alimony in-

come is pre-tax and results in an additional tax liability, but not on a dollar-for-dollar 

basis. Again, in order to simplify the analysis we have not considered withholding 

when referring to the “tax refund.” 

 

The above examples are only the tip of the iceberg. There are other aspects of di-

vorce and separation that have tax consequences. IRAs and property settlements are 

both discussed in the afore-mentioned IRS Publication 504. The beauty of MA_2017 

is that it can do the tax return processing in simultaneous pairs for both spouses and 

then provide you with an easy to digest comparison of the results. Of course, another 

huge benefit is the ability to perform “what if” scenarios almost instantaneously. 
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Overview 

 

This Tutorial will take you step-by-step through the a complete client file. If you 

prefer to avoid the typing chores, you can also open the Sample.MA7 file installed 

with MA_2017. This Tutorial parallels the information in the Sample.MA7 file. Be-

fore we get started with the actual data entry process, it helps to understand some of 

the particulars of the MA_2017 user interface. The next few paragraphs will explain 

the most important components and functions. 

 

Tree View. When you start MA_2017, the left side of the window contains a tree 

view of all the forms and functions in MA_2017. You should be familiar with the 

tree view look and feel because it is a standard Windows component. You may rec-

ognize it as part of the Windows Explorer user interface. You can do two things in 

the tree view – click on nodes or click on items. Also, if you ever cover the tree view 

with a form and wish to see it again, you can click on the Main Window button on 

the button bar or use the Display menu's Main Window command. 

 

Nodes. Nodes are the triangle buttons you see in front of certain items in the tree 

view. The sideways pointing arrowheads mean that there are elements or subitems 

within that item. You can view or expand the subitems by clicking on the arrow-

head. When you do, you'll see the list of subitems and the sideways pointing arrow-

head will change to a downwards pointing one. If you wish to collapse or hide the 

subitems, click on the downward pointing arrowhead. Note that when you expand an 

item, its subitems may also have subitems. Even those subitems can have subitems. 

Theoretically, there's no limit to subitems in the tree view. You can see all of the 

items at the same time by right-clicking your mouse in the tree view and selected 

Expand Tree View from the pop-up menu. 

 

Items. Clicking on the items themselves will either (1) take you to a relevant in-

struction page that will appear in the right pane of the Main Window, or (2) display 

a particular form that you wish to view or complete. 

 

Start Here. Even though you can click on any item in any order, we've arranged the 

items and subitems in a top-to-bottom order that logically organizes the data entry 

process by building on information entered in higher levels. If it’s not already ex-

panded, click on the [+] to the left of the Start Here item to find the General Infor-
mation form. This is where we’ll eventually start.  

 

Special Buttons. On the normal tool bar or button bar at the top of the screen, you'll 

see buttons and appear and disappear depending on what form or report you viewing 
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on your screen. These buttons are unique to the page you are viewing. If, for exam-

ple you are looking at Schedule A of the Expenses|Tax Adjustments & Credits 
section, there will appear Prior and Next buttons so you can conveniently move 

from one page to another. The Page Selector buttons are useful when the child sup-

port worksheets are on the screen. They are used to jump from one page of the work-

sheet to another. 

 

Step 1. The General Information Form 
 

When you start MA_2017, a link to the General Information form appears as the 

first item on the left side of your screen (the tree view). You can either click on that 

link or you can also find it on the Display menu. When the General Information 
form first appears, the cursor is blinking in the County field.  

 

 With the County field active, type “Medina”.  Then press the <TAB> key.  

 

 Pressing <TAB> moves the focus to the Case No. field.  Enter “2014-DR-
103567” and then press <TAB>. 

 

 Pressing <TAB> moves the focus to the Divorce field.  Here you can check the 

field by either pressing the space bar or by left clicking your mouse in the 

checkbox.  

 

 Pressing <TAB> then moves the focus to the Dissolution field.  Leave this field 

blank.  Press <TAB> to continue. 

 

 Complete the remaining fields as shown below. Remember to press <TAB> 

after each entry.  When finished, your screen should look like the one shown on 

the next page. We can’t overemphasize the importance of pressing <TAB> after 

each entry.  

 
 Field     Answer      
 County     Medina 

 Case No.     2010-DR-103567  

 Divorce     X (Check Box) 

 Dissolution    (Leave Blank) 

 Pleading Subtitle    Domestic Relations Division 
 Agency/Dept for support/arrearages  Department of Job & Family Services 

 Judge     Philip T Justice 

 Referee/Magistrate    Ralph T Cramden 

 Husband/Father        (Leave Blank) 

 Wife/Mother    X (Check Box) 

 ———————————————————————————————————– 

 Last Name     Sample 
 First Name    James 

 Middle Name    Theodore 

 Address     1234 Main St. 

 Adrs Ln2     (Leave Blank) 

 City     Brunswick 

 County     Medina 

 State     Ohio 

! 
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 Zip     44233 

 Phone No.     330-555-1212 
 Date of Birth    11/11/1951 

 Social Security No.    277-45-6789 

 Driver License No.    DLN 1234567 

 Number of Marriages    1 

 Resident of county    X (Check Box) 

 Resident of Ohio    X (Check Box) 

 ———————————————————————————————— 

 Last Name     Sample 
 First Name    Jane 

 Middle Name    Theresa 

 Address     134 Northland St 

 Adrs Ln 2     (Leave Blank) 

 City     Hoover 

 County     Medina 

 State     Ohio 
 Zip     44223 

 Phone No.     330-278-3252 

 Date of Birth:    9/10/1958 

 Social Security No.    277-45-6788  

 Driver License No.    DLN 7654321 

 Number of Marriages    2 

 Resident of county    X (Check Box) 

 Resident of Ohio    X (Check Box) 
 ————————————————————————————————– 

 Name     Ward F Stone 

 Address     The Cleveland Trust Bldg 

 Adrs Ln 2     17140 Lorain Avenue 

 City     Cleveland 

 State     Ohio 

 Zip     44111 
 Phone No.     216-251-8085 

 Supreme Court Reg. No.   00000001 

 ————————————————————————————————— 

 Name     Nancy Drew 

 Address     4016 N. South St 

 Adrs Ln 2     (Leave Blank) 

 City     Medina 

 State     Ohio 
 Zip     44256 

 Phone No.     330-171-5555 

 Supreme Court Reg. No.   00000002 

 —————————————————————————————————– 

 Date of Marriage    10/31/1985 

 Place of Marriage    N. Ridgeville, Ohio 

 —————————————————————————————————– 
 Mother     (Leave Blank) 

 Father     (Leave Blank)  

 Shared     X (Check Box) 

 —————————————————————————————————– 

 Name     Josephine Sample 

 Gender     Check Female box 

 SSN     277-52-9001 

 Date of Birth    11/6/1990 
 Lives With     Check Mother box 

 Dependency exemption to   Check Father box 

 Child Tax Credit    (Leave Blank) 
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 Earned Income Credit    (Leave Blank) 

 Child Care Credit    (Leave Blank)    
 

The Sample family has one child,. You are finished completing the General Infor-
mation form. A facsimile of the  completed form is shown above. Remember, it is 

important the you enter the child’s name and date of birth. Portions of MA_2017 

will not calculate correctly, particularly the child support worksheets, if you do not 

enter the child’s name and date of birth. This information lets MA_2017 perform a 

count of the number of children, and how old each child is. This information is vital 

to the tax and child support calculation. 

Illustration 2. Printout of completed General Information form from Sample file. 

! 
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IMPORTANT NOTE FOR CONCLUDING STEP 1. Now that you have worked 

in the file for a few minutes, you will want to be sure to save your client file by giv-

ing it a meaningful name. Select Save As from the File menu. When prompted for 

a name, use the client’s last name, i.e., “Smith, Joseph” or Miller, Thomas”, etc.  

Always use the .MA7 extension; better yet, leave it off completely and MA_2017 

will put it on for you. The rule about saving files is: If you haven’t named the file, 

use the Save As command to give it a name. If you already named the file (i.e., 

Sample, James.MA7), use the Save command or the Save button. 

 

Step 2. The Income Forms 
 

Do you know how to return to the Main Window? Click on the Main Window but-

ton on the upper tool bar near the top of the screen, or select General Information 
from the Display menu. Do it now because you must return to the Main Window in 

order to proceed to the next section in the tree view - Income. Click on the [+] In-
come node to expose the three forms in this section. Remember, the node is the plus 

or minus sign ([+] or [-]), not the label or title to the right of the node. If you wanted 

more information about the Income forms, you could click on the Income label or 
item and an information page will appear on the right side of the Main Window. 

Now, however we want you to click on the [+] Payroll node to expose both the 

Husband and Wife subitems. Click on the Husband item to display the Husband’s 
Payroll form and complete it as in the table below.  

 

Note: In the following tables we occasionally use three asterisks (***) to represent 

areas where you need to press <TAB> enough times to advance the text input box to 

the next described field, bypassing or skipping irrelevant fields.  

 
 Field     Answer      

 Date     Will be filled in for you 

 Employer     ABC Company 
 Address     4321 Midland St 

 Adrs Ln 2     Cleveland, OH 44333 

 Telephone     (Leave Blank) 

 Base Pay     12000 

 *** 

 Federal W/holding    888 

 State W/holding    300 
 *** 

 Social Security    744 

 Medicare     174      

  

The husband’s Payroll form is complete. Return to the Main Window by clicking 

on the Main Window button and then click on the wife’s Payroll item.  Complete it 

according to the table below. 
 Field     Answer      

 Date     Will be filled in for you 
 Employer     XYZ Company 

 Address     4321 Moon St 

! 
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 Adrs Ln 2     Burbank, OH 43222 

 Telephone     330-555-1234 
 Base Pay     6000 

 *** 

 Social Security    372 

 Medicare     87      

 

The wife has a .second employment describe below: 

 
 Field     Answer      

 Date     Will be filled in for you 

 Employer     Acme General Hospital 

 Address     1234 Main Street 
 Adrs Ln 2     Cleveland, OH 44111 

 Telephone     (Leave Blank) 

 Base Pay     33310 

 *** 

 Bonuses/Comms    250 

 Meetings     84 

 Holiday     1075 
 Vacation     651 

 Personal     217 

 Shift differential    2047 

 Federal W/holding    2762 

 State W/holding    1010 

 Local W/holding    875 

 *** 

 Social Security    2171 
 Medicare     508 

 Medical Insurance    2615      

  

The wife’s Payroll form is complete. Return to Main Window and click on [+] Tax-
able Income. The next steps cover the husband and wife’s Taxable Income forms 

Illustration 3. Top section of Husband’s Payroll form. 

Illustration 4. Top section of Wife’s Payroll form. 
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just as you completed the husband and wife’s Payroll forms. The following tables 

provide the information for completing the two Taxable Income forms. 
 
 Field     Answer      

 Date     Will be filled in for you 

 *** 

 Filing Status—Single    X (Check Box) 

 *** 

 Line 8a     70 

 *** 
 Line 9a     236 

 *** 

 Line 13a     -3000 

 *** 

 Line 17     69000      

 

We should mention here that you need not press <TAB> multiple times to move 

down a form. In most instances, if you click precisely in the area you wish to com-

plete, the input box will jump to that location. If the input box doesn’t jump where 

you want it, use <TAB> or <SHIFT><TAB> to locate the exact field. The husband’s 

form is now complete. Here’s the information for the wife’s form. 

 
 Field     Answer      

 Date     Will be filled in for you 

 Filing Status—Head of household  X (Checked) 

 Filing Status—Head of household-Dep’s Name Josephine Sample     

 

The last Income section is the Nontaxable Income forms. In the Sample, neither 

party has any nontaxable income to enter, therefore, the Income section of forms is 

complete. There are two snapshots of the completed Payroll forms on the next page. 

 

Step 3. The Expense Forms 
 

Return to the Main Window. The next level in the view tree is Expenses. Click on 

the [+] Expenses node to expose the two forms in this section. Next click on the 

[+] Personal & Living node to expose the Husband and Wife options.  Click on 

the Husband form and complete it as shown in the Table below.  

 
 Field     Answer      
 Date     Will be completed automatically 

 Gas     2400 

 Insurance     900 

 Maintenance    504     

 Child Support    Will be completed automatically    

 Clothing     1200 

 Cable TV     576 
 Food/Household    5760 

 Hair Care     240 

 Insurance     1200 

 Repairs     600 

 Taxes     18228 

 Dental     552 

 Insurance     9000 

 Electric     1800 
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Husband’s 
Personal 

& 
Living 

Expense 
Form 

 

Wife’s 
Personal 

& 
Living 

Expense 
Form 
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 Heat     1500 

 Cellular Service    588 
 Local Service    720      

 

The Husband form is complete, exit the form and click on the wife’s version of the 

form. Complete it as follows: 
 
 Field     Answer      
 Date     Will be filled in for you 

 Gas     1920 

 Insurance     996 

 Maintenance    252     

 Clothing     1200 

 Cable TV     600 

 Food/Household    6000 

 Hair Care     389 
 Lodging—Insurance    780 

 Lodging—Rent    9000 

 Electric     900 

 Heat     1500 

 Cellular Service    588 

 Local Service    648      

 

Much of the data entry is now complete. There is a [+] Tax Adjustments & Credits 
node which has one form each for Husband and Wife.  In the case of the Sample 

however, there’s nothing to complete. Tax adjustments and credits would typically 

be copied from the parties’ tax returns. Don’t forget to think about evaluating entries 

on this form as to whether they are recurring or one-time occurrences. This may de-

termine whether you enter it in the Tax Adjustments & Credits form at all, or treat 

the adjustment or credit in some other way. For your reference, we’ve placed illus-

trations of the Sample’s Personal & Living Expense forms on the previous page. 

 

Step 4. The Child Support Forms 
 

The next branch of the view tree is Child Support. On this form you’ll notice that 

MA_2017 is beginning to supply much of the necessary information automatically. 

Click on the [+] Child Support node to expose the two forms in this section.  Next, 

click on the [+] Sole Residential/Shared Parenting node to view the three 

choices. The Annotated form is best suited for data entry. The Statutory form is 

designed for submission to the Court and the Short form makes a great, paper-

saving hard-copy. In the Sample we’re using a shared parenting arrangement. If 

you have already completed the preliminary forms (steps 1 through 3), when you 

first see page one, you realize that much of the form is already completed. The form 

defaults to shared parenting (which is what we’re using here in the Sample), how-

ever you could easily select the Mother or Father as sole residential parent by 

checking the appropriate checkbox at the top of page 1. The names of the parties, 

case number and number of minor children all comes from the General Information 
form. If you wanted, you could override any of these fields to supply your own an-

swers. 

 

Another default behavior is the use of previously-entered payroll information to cal-
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This form details the relationship between the parties' respective ability to meeting essential 
and nonessential living expenses over a range of 28 different spousal support amounts 
and . The orders range from zero to that amount of support required to equalize the parties' 

combined taxable income after taxes and nontaxable income. That would be the third col-

umn from the left—”Child Support.” There are as many as five interesting rows to note on 
this form. They are highlighted in yellow (although in the actual program they are displayed 
in red). They are (1) the point at which the Husband and Wife’s income after taxes and ex-
change of child support are approximately equal; (2) the point at which the Husband/Payor 
is unable to meet his essential living expenses (i.e., the fifth column from the left goes below 
100%); (3) the point at which the Wife/Payee is able to meet 100% of her essential and non-
essential living expenses (i.e. the rightmost column reaches 100%); (4) the point at which 
the Wife/Payee is able to meet her necessary expenses; and (5) the point at which the Wife/
Payee is able to meet both essential and nonessential expenses. The table suggests a po-
tential range of annual spousal support from $ 0 to $8,160. 
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culate line 1.a. Annual gross income from employment … . In the Sample, the 

same thing occurs again on Line 3. Annual income from interest and dividends 
… That line is completed from the Taxable Income form. It too is overrideable. 

  

Note the appearance of Next/Prior and Page Selector [1][2][3][4][5][6][7] buttons 

when you view this multi-page form. You can browse the pages of the form back 

and forth as you wish. In the Sample the whole form is complete without any addi-

tional data entry on your part. 

 

MA_2017 will always use the Sole/Shared Parenting Worksheet except in cases 

where there are (1) two or more children, AND (2) the Children Lived With check-

boxes on the General Information form are not all checked for one party. If both of 

the foregoing two conditions are met, MA_2017 will use the Split Parental Work-
sheet. 
 

Step 5. The Spousal Support Forms 
 

Even more than the Child Support forms, the forms in this section are largely re-

porting forms that require little or no data entry. The forms are described briefly be-

low: 

 

Income, Taxes, Support & Expenses. A Husband and Wife, side-by-side, sum-

mary of taxable and nontaxable income along with personal and living expenses. 

This form is actually an expansion of one spousal support increment contained on 

the Lifestyle form below. 

 

Support v. Lifestyle. This interesting form details the relationship between twenty-

eight different spousal support orders and the parties' respective ability to meeting 

essential and nonessential living expenses. The twenty-eight support orders range 

from zero to that amount of support required to equalize the parties' combined tax-

able income after taxes and nontaxable income. 

 

Report - Statutory Considerations. The summary of spousal support begins by 

calculating the difference between the parties' respective total incomes. These total 

income figures are then adjusted for payment of federal, state and local income taxes 

so that a more realistic starting point is achieved for evaluating and comparing 

spendable income and the parties' respective abilities to meet living expenses. Using 

income equalization as a starting point, MA_2017 goes on to test the parties' in-

comes against their essential and nonessential expenses. The obvious purpose of this 

comparison being a determination as to whether a party can meet living expenses at 

a particular spousal support level. While distinguishing between essential and nones-

sential living expenses may seem arbitrary or artificial, in cases where spendable 

income will not meet living expenses, it can be helpful to know which expenses are 

nonessential. Considering that division of the family unit always involves attempting 

to support two households on the finite amount of income that previously supported 

one, it is not surprising that categorizing expenses as essential or nonessential takes 

on increased importance. The analysis continues by comparing each parties' total 
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income against the per capita income for that party's county of residence. 

 

Set Spousal Support. This form shows the amount of spousal support calculated 

by MA_2017 from the Support v Lifestyle form at the level where the parties' total 

income is equal or near to equal as adjusted for payment of spousal support, child 

support if applicable and income taxes. 

 

While each form is interesting for a different reason, the Set Spousal Support 
form is unique in that it permits you to override a critical amount—spousal support. 

The various Spousal Support forms present a range of potential support alterna-

tives for the many instances when a strict income-equalization formula may need 

tweaking. The Set Spousal Support form is where such tweaking is done. It forces   

MA_2017 to use a specific support amount in its reports and tax calculations. 

 

With the exception of the Set Spousal Support form, the other three forms in this 

section are all for your review. There’s nothing for you to enter. The sample printout 

on page 23 of this manual is of the Lifestyle form. 

 

Step 6. Property & Debt 
 

This is the last of the data-entry sections. There are two Property & Debt forms: the 

Table where assets and debts can be entered and dragged from one distribution col-

umn to the other; and the Summary form which is for organizing, viewing and 

printing the Table information. 

 
The key to the Table form is the three buttons that appear on the lower tool bar. Be-

low is a list of each with a description. 

 

Property/Debts—This will be the most-used button because it provides the means 

for entering assets and debts into the Table. The Property/Debt dialog that appears 

is self-explanatory. 

 

Appreciation Calculator—Discussed later in this manual. 

 

Don’t Include Nonmarital—Toggles between Don’t Include Nonmarital and In-
clude Nonmarital. The setting determines whether nonmarital assets and debts will 

be included in the total displayed at the bottom of the three columns in the Table 
form. 

 

Note that any loans/mortgages that are classified as primary residential or primary 

automobile are considered “essential” expenses. 

 

Step 7. Tax Issues 
 

This group of forms is read-only. That means there’s nothing for you to do but look. 

The first level of forms deals with child-related tax issues; the second with spousal 

support. The respective summaries present all the tax advantages and disadvantages 
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of the “current” child support and spousal support amounts. The projection table 

forms ( v. Taxes) are and interesting way to compare tax consequences at differing 

amounts of child support and spousal support. An eye to the rightmost column of 

these tables can often disclose a sweet-spot. 

 

The side by side tax returns and final summary forms are all self-explanatory. Be-

fore we complete this tutorial we should mention that you can print any form you 

have displayed by clicking on the Print This Form button on the upper tool bar. In 

addition, any single form or any set of forms can be printed from the File menu us-

ing the Print|Selected Forms item. 

 

And finally, once you’re done with your data entry chores, you can print any single 

form or batch of forms by using the File menu’s Print|Selected Forms command. 
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Appreciation Calculator 

 

The Appreciation Calculator is used to simplify the calculation of a party’s interest 

in the appreciation of certain property. The Appreciation Calculator Dialog is 

show below. The generalities of the computation were applied via long-standing 

rules of law in divorce cases, but recent cases have stated the rule in more straight-

forward terms. 

 

We used the computation set forth in 

the Munroe v. Munroe series of Ap-

pellate Court cases (Cuyahoga 

County, Nos. 70080/70273 - 

4/10/97; No. 73418 - 5/14/98; and 

No. 75404 - 6/17/99). For years, 

case law has provided us with guide-

lines for computing a spouse's sepa-

rate interest in property that was 

separately owned prior to the mar-

riage but subsequently converted 

and/or invested during the marriage 

with marital funds. 

 

The essential facts of the Munroe case are that the husband owned residential real 

estate that he purchased in May 1974 at a time when there were no marriage plans. 

He purchased the property for $22,000 and made a $4,400 down payment. The 

$17,600 balance was mortgaged by the husband. The parties were married in Octo-

ber 1974 and the wife with her two children of a prior marriage moved in with her 

husband. After the marriage, the property was titled in both names and the parties 

jointly took a $25,000 home improvement loan. Subsequently, the home improve-

ment loan and the husband’s original loan balance ($16,000) were refinanced in a 

$42,500 mortgage taken in 1978. The parties separated in 1992 and divorced in 

1994. At that time, the unpaid balance on the first mortgage was $30,651 and an ad-

ditional home equity loan had been taken with a balance due of $26,578. The value 

of the property at the time of the divorce was $184,000. Over the years the parties 

had made payments toward a principal of $12,849. 

 

In addressing the issue of the husband’s separate interest in the appreciated value of 

the marital residence, the Court held that under newly enacted R.C. 3105.171(B) the 

Court shall determine what constitutes marital and separate property in accordance 

with specified definitions contained in the statute. Under the statute the commin-

gling of separate property with other property does not destroy the identity of the 

separate property except when not traceable. 

 

Under the facts described above, the Court held that the husband's initial investment 

was traceable and set forth the following equation for computing his separate inter-

est in the appreciation: 
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Separate Investment    X   Total appreciation during marriage = Separate Property 

Total Investment 

 

In the context of the Munroe case, the Appreciation Calculator Dialog would be 

completed as follows: 

 

Separate investment in the equation is defined as the value of the spouse’s interest 

in the property on the date of the marriage—$4,400 in the Munroe case. 

 

Total investment is defined as the separate investment plus the total investment of 

marital funds—$12,849 in the Munroe case. 

 

Total appreciation during the marriage is the value of the property at the time of 

the divorce less the value of the property at the time of the marriage together with 

any adjustments in basis—$184,000 less ($22,000 plus $25,000). For this calcula-

tion, $22,000 is the fair market value of the property at the time of the marriage and 

$25,000 is the value of the home improvement that constituted an adjustment to the 

basis of the property. 

 

When the proper values are entered in the Appreciation Calculator Dialog, the re-

sult looks like this: 
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This paper manual is merely an outline of the basics of installation, getting started 

and a tutorial on basic information entry. You can get additional help via the pro-

gram’s Help|Table of Contents menu. This program has context-sensitive help. 

That means that you get help on a specific menu item without searching for that topic. 

Simply highlight the menu command and press <F1>. Many other objects on your 

screen have associated help topics, i.e., window scaling. When in doubt, move focus 

to the component object and press <F1>. 

 

The mouse won’t work to highlight a menu command. You must use the keyboard. 

To give an example, if you wanted help with the Open command you would press 

<ALT><F> to pull down the File menu, and use the arrow keys to highlight the 

Open command. With the command highlighted press the <F1> key. 

 

If you’re like us, you might be doubtful as to whether help files can be truly helpful. 

Regardless of  any drawbacks, we found them to have significant benefits over their 

paper counterpart. 

 

Help Is Always There 

When we were at the office, the manual was at home. When were on the computer at 

home, the manual was at the office. On unfortunate occasions, that alone can make 

you lose a day. It never happens with help files. They’re always there. A copy for 

your home computer, and a separate one for the office. Ditto for your laptop! When 

you’re desperate for information, you can always count on its accessibility. 

 

Help Is Hyperlinked, Searchable & Better Indexed. 

We took extra time to develop a logical system of indexing. You should find that a 

help file’s searchability can be a time-saver when you’re looking for a snatch of text. 

The point and click links between key words provide instant information without 

fumbling though page after page looking for something. This non-linear characteris-

tic is part of what makes help files so uniquely useful. 

 

Help Is Up To Date 

Because they are printed in large quantities, paper manuals fall out of synch with last-

minute or late-minor programming changes. Help files, on the other hand, are easier 

to keep current with programming changes because their modification involves no 

additional processing steps to implement (i.e., physical transportation, printing, bind-

ing, etc.). 

 

Paper Fix 

Don’t forget that any help topic can be printed simply by pressing the help window’s 

Print button, or using the menu’s Print Topic command. 


