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Isnèt it great to talk to a 
human? Although some 
of us around here question 
whether our support guru, 
Ernie, qualifies, we take 
considerable pride in the 
fact that we do not have an 
automated answering sys-
tem. In case youève led a 
sheltered life, an auto-
mated answering system 
makes you listen to a 
menu, then select an item 

that takes you to another 
menu where you select 
another item that takes 
you to another menu Ü. 
Eventually you are pre-
sented with menu choices 
that donèt apply to you and 
you hang up. Businesses 
claim they use these sys-
tems to process calls 
quicker. Gag here. At Puri-
tas Springs we have no 
tech support fee, and no 
pay lines (1-900). All we 
have is real people that 

Thereôs a program called ICVerify that can 

potentially increase the income you derive 

from your law practice. Itôs not so much 

ICVerify;  thatôs only part of it. Weôre talking 

about opening a merchant credit card account 

so clients can charge attorney fees on their 

credit card. 

 

Before we knew better, we thought that taking 

credit card payments was no different than 

receiving client payments via cash or checkð

six of one, half-dozen of the other. We also 

reasoned that with credit card charges youôve 

got to pay a percentage to the bank administer-

ing the merchant credit card account, so under 

no circumstances could it be better to accept 

charges than direct payments, right? 

 

Wrong. We found that accepting credit card 

payments not only increased our receipts, but 

increased them substantially in excess of the 

fees paid to our merchant bank. Itôs difficult to 

precisely assess the extent of the increase, but 

in our case, the increase in receipts in the first 

year was slightly over 40%. There are many 

other factors that affect income (the increasing 

size of our product line being one), but we can 

think of two reasons why accepting credit 

cards might increase your law office receipts. 

 

First, clients can be cash poor and credit rich. 

This is not at all uncommon for persons in 

legal distress. Permitting these clients to pay 

the retainer by credit card eases his or her im-

mediate financial burden. For some clients it 

might be the only way to pay a substantial 

retainer. An additional benefit for the law of-

fice is that it saves the clerical time that nor-

mally accompanies repeated billing on an un-

paid balance. For law offices that take mort-

(Continued on page 2) 

PDF, or portable document format, is a type 

of file format that only certain programs can 

read. A TXT file, for example, is a text or 

ASCII file that NotePad and most word proc-

essors can read. In case youôre not familiar 

with file types, the file type is usually re-

flected in the extension of the file name. The 

extension is the three character part of the file 

name that follows the period, i.e., MY-
FILE.TXT. Unfortunately, when you install 

Windows, Windows Explorer is set to hide the 

extensions. You can change this characteristic 

of Windows Explorer, but thatôs another sub-

ject that we wonôt get into here. 

 

So whatôs so important about PDF files? For 

one thing, many government departments and 

agencies use it. If youôre going to download 

income tax forms, estate tax forms or tax pub-
(Continued on Page 3) 
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time $100 charge). 

 

In reviewing our records, it would appear that 

there are other factors that make up the mer-

chant bankôs fees because our monthly state-

ments never came out to 2.25%ðsometimes 

less, sometimes more (usually more), but 

never 2.25%! It would appear there are trans-

action fees and other small 

charges related to the average 

charged amount. 

 

The next consideration was the 

credit card machine. The bank or 

a related company offered to lease 

us a credit card machine for about 

$60.00 a month. Actually, we 

canôt remember the exact price, 

but it may have been as much as 

$75 to $100 per month. This is 

where ICVerify comes in. We 

decided to use our own computers 

as the credit card machine and 

purchased a program called 

ICVerify for Windows to process 

the credit card transactions.  

ICVerify was an additional $400, 

but it paid for itself after a few 

months because we didnôt need to 

rent a machine and have used 

ICVerify for about three years. 

 

The biggest rub in our scenario 

was setting up ICVerify. The man-

ual was not that good and we only 

got things working after a lengthy 

telephone call to ICVerify that was 

also conferenced with our bank. 

Thankfully, we finally got 

ICVerifyôs operating parameters set correctly 

and everything worked like a charm and has 

remained working ever since. 

 

If youôre interested in starting a merchant 

credit card account or would like additional 

information about them, you might try calling 

Lori Kowalski of Key Bank at 440-734-2665.  

gages or other forms of liens from their clients 

as security for payment of attorney fees, the 

credit card method is infinitely easier for a 

law office to administer than recording liens 

and battling through the execution/collection 

process. 

 

Second, some clients are most willing to pay 

and feel the strongest about the merits of his 

or her cause in the very beginning. Striking 

while the ironôs hot, so to speak, has advan-

tages in those situations where a client later 

becomes disillusioned with the system when 

things donôt go his or her way. These clients 

tend to blame their own attorney for things 

that are beyond the attorneyôs control. These 

clients make poor future payment prospects. 

This is probably similar to the reason you now 

find courts accepting credit cards in payment 

of traffic fines, court costs, etc. 

 

If youôre not sold or at least interested in tak-

ing credit card charges, you can stop reading 

this article and move on to something else. 

From here on weôll be explaining how we set 

up a merchant credit card account and what it 

cost. 

 

The first thing we did was call our bank and 

ask for Merchant Services. When our bank 

acted like they were doing us some kind of 

favor, we ended up calling a second bank that 

acted more interested.  The motto here is that 

there are a lot of banks competing for this 

business, so sign up with one that gives you 

good vibes. 

 

The start-up procedure involved starting a 

checking account that would function as a 

depository for approved credit card transac-

tions. At the same time we signed a credit 

report of sorts along with the necessary papers 

to start the account. We imagine every bank 

has somewhat different procedures, but they 

are pretty much the same in principle. Some 

of the paperwork involves agreeing to pay the 

bank a percentage of total charges. In our case 

this was 2.25%. In typical sneaky bank fash-

ion, there are a number of other charges in-

volved, i.e., checking account maintenance 

fee (about $13.00 monthly); set up (a one-

(Continued from page 1) 

ñé some clients 

are most willing 

to pay and feel 

the strongest 

about the merits 

of his or her 

cause in the very 

beginning. Strik-

ing while the 

ironôs hot, so to 

speak, has advan-

tages in those 

situations where a 

client become dis-

illusioned with 

the system when 

things donôt go 

his or her way.  
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lications, you need a program that reads 

PDF files. Likewise, the Ohio Department 

of Taxation uses the PDF format. 

 

As we mentioned earlier, the bad news is 

that not just any program can read or open a 

PDF file. The good news is that Adobeôs 
Acrobat Readerðthe program 

that does read PDF filesðis free! 

 

Many programs you buy or 

download contain a copy of Acro-

bat Reader. You can tell if you 

already have a copy by checking 

to see if thereôs an ACROBAT 
folder on your C: drive. You 

could also search your C: drive for 

ACRO*.EXE. Different version 

of Acrobat Reader have different 

file names, but they all start with 

ACRO. 

 

If you donôt have Acrobat Reader 

already, hereôs how you can get it. 

 

1. Get on line and go to the Puri-

tas Springs Home Page at 

www.puritas-springs.com. 

 

2. Click on our Downloads but-

ton to take you to our Downloads web page. 

 

3. Scroll to the bottom of our Downloads 
page. At the bottom youôll see a section 

called File Formats. There youôll find a link 
to Adobeôs free download site that you can 

click on. 

 

4. At the Adobe page, select the Windows 

version of Acrobat Reader from the list of 

available files. 

 

5. Finally, click on the Download button for 

the Acrobat Reader for Windows file. 

(Continued from Page 1) 6. At this point, your browser will probably 

ask you where to download the file. Usu-

ally you can accept the default file name 

and download location. This step sets up a 

temporary file location. Youôll later exe-

cute the downloaded file to install Acrobat 

Reader. It might be good to make a note of 

the file name and location before starting 

the download. 

 

7. When the download is complete, discon-

nect from the Internet and locate the file 

that you downloaded by using Windows 

Explorer. You should be able to double-

click on the file name to start the installa-

tion. 

 

8. Now, follow the Acrobat Reader instal-

lation steps. Usually this amounts to ratify-

ing the default installation location, etc. 

 

When youôre done, you are ready to 

download PDF files, and view and print 

them off line. 

A man walked into his backyard only to 
find a 600 lb. gorilla sitting in a tree. He 
telephoned the Wildlife Service and an 
agent arrived with a stick, handcuffs, a 
tiny Chihuahua and a shotgun. 
 
ñListen carefullyò, the agent said. ñIôm 
going to climb the tree and prod the 
gorilla with this stick. When the gorilla 
falls to the ground, the Chihuahua is 
trained to attack the gorillaôs genitalia. 
When the gorilla instinctively crosses 
his hands to protect himself, you slap 
the handcuffs on him.ò 
 
ñI understand,ò said the homeowner, 
ñbut what is the shotgun for?ò 
 
ñIf I should slip and fallò said the techni-
cian, ñshoot the damn Chihuahua!ò 

ñAs we mentioned 

earlier, the bad 

news is that not 

just any program 

can read or open 

a PDF file. The 

good news is that 

Adobeôs Acrobat 

Readerðthe pro-

gram that does 

read PDF filesð

is free!ò 
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were burned more than once). In our experi-

ence Dell (your recommendation) is a ñbrand 

nameò that enjoys a good reputation and 

makes a good computer. It may interest you 

that we had a Dell computer that had a hard 

drive failure in the first year. To its credit, Dell 

had a technician on-site within 48 hours, the 

hard drive was replaced along with the moth-

erboard and we havenôt had a problem since. 

 

Annually, PC Magazine conducts 

a reader survey that rates com-

puter manufacturerôs service and 

reliability. The results of last 

yearôs and this yearôs survey 

were consistent with your obser-

vationðDell was given a grade 

of A both years; Gateway re-

ceived a grade of B last year and 

C this year. 

 

A similar survey was taken by 

Consumer Reports in July 1999. 

The survey placed Dell (with 77 

points) and Gateway (with 76 

points) as the first and second 

best companies to deal with in 

terms of support satisfaction. 

 

So, JBF, youôve called attention 

to some interesting situations that 

can develop when you purchase 

computer equipment. Your pref-

erence for Dell computers is cer-

tainly well founded. From the 

materials we were able to marshal, Dell con-

sistently scores at the very top in service and 

reliability. This was not true of notebook com-

puters where Gateway scored better and cost 

considerably less than a similar Dell notebook.  

Consumer Reports, May 1999, p. 16. Dell or 

Gateway. The point was and is that we feel itôs 

best to deal with the larger companies instead 

of the no-namers when it comes to purchasing 

law office computers. 

A Reader Retorts 

 

ñI couldnôt help laugh at the óBreaking the 

Rulesô article in your hints and useless infor-

mation column regarding Gateway Com-

puters. 

 

I purchased five Gateway Computers and 

have had nothing but trouble. Gateway has 

been unresponsive, their technical support is 

rude and uninformed. Their supervisory staff 

is rude. Gatewayôs product is second rate in 

all respects. 

 

I have recently purchased a new computer 

which is a Dell. When I replace the computers 

in my office, they will be something other 

than Gateway. I just want you to know not 

everybody is as gung ho on Gateway as you. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

JBFò 

 

You donôt seem to be an argumentative or 

contentious type of person, so we canôt imag-

ine why the Gateway support people and 

managers were rude to you. At any rate, we 

were sorry to hear that you feel you got a raw 

deal. Our experience with Gateway has been 

quite the opposite of yoursðvery few prob-

lems and good handling of our technical in-

quiries. Your letter demonstrates one unalter-

able fact about computer manufacturers, how-

everðthere is an unacceptable rate of failure 

in the computer industry that consumers 

would find unacceptable in the manufacture 

of other goods such as cars, etc. 

 

Unfortunately, we couldnôt find a reference at 

the time of this writing, but we remember a 

computer industry figure that put hard drive 

failure rate at nearly 20% in the first year of 

operation! All we can say if this is true is 

ñWow!ò 

 

While we were grateful to you for sending us 

your letter, we feel obligated to point out that 

our article wasnôt touting Gateway as much as 

we were advising law offices to do business 

with companies that have some name recogni-

tion versus purchasing computer equipment 

from no-name companies (which is where we 

ñI have recently 

purchased a new 

computer which 

is a Dell. When I 

replace the com-

puters in my of-

fice, they will be 

something other 

than Gateway. I 

just want you to 

know not every-

body is as gung 

ho on Gateway as 

you.ò 
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Windows 2000 

 

No, weôre not talking about Office 2000; 

weôre talking about the new operating sys-

tem Microsoft is about to release called Win-

dows 2000. With operating systems and of-

fice software changing every year or so, and 

using nomenclature that seems designed to 

confuse, itôs difficult to decide 

whether Windows 2000 is some-

thing a law office should bother 

with. Fortunately, for most law 

offices the answer is stick with 

what you have. Law offices that 

use Windows 98 or Windows 95ð

and that probably makes up about 

95% of the law offices we deal 

withðhave little or nothing to 

gain by making the switch. 

 

First of all, Windows 2000 is not a 

successor to Windows 98 as its 

name implies. Windows 2000 is 

the upgrade to Windows NT. Win-

dows NT is a network version of 

Windows that is more stable than 

either Windows 95 or 98, but it 

costs more and, perhaps for that 

reason, finds its way into far less 

law offices than either Windows 

98 or Windows 95.  

 

Installing a new operating system 

on your computer is never as easy 

as you are led to believe. The 

installation process can be com-

plicated and time-consuming. 

Even after installation it could 

take several weeks to get every-

thing tweaked the way you want it. In addi-

tion to this drawback is the fact that Win-

dows 2000 does not run Windows 3.x pro-

grams. As a result, if you use any 16-bit 

Windows applications (including most of our 

Puritas Springs programs), youôll have to 

give them up after installation of Windows 

2000. Ditto for any DOS programs you may 

be fond of using. 

 

 

In case itôs not already clear, if you donôt 

(Continued from Page 4) 

ñWith operating 

systems and office 

software chang-

ing every year or 

so, and using no-

menclature that 

seems designed to 

confuse, itôs diffi-

cult to decide 

whether Windows 

2000 is something 

a law office 

should bother 

with. Fortunately, 

for most law of-

fices the answer 

is stick with what 

you have. ò 

have network cards installed in your com-

puters, Windows 2000 loses much of its ap-

peal. Furthermore, if you have network cards 

and have less than a half-dozen or a dozen 

computers, you can use Windows 98 and 

Windows 95ôs built in networking system 

called Network Neighborhood. For the types 

of work a law office does, the file sharing 

and printer sharing capabilities of the Net-

work Neighborhood might be all a small or 

medium size law office needs. 

 

Us & Them 

 

In the middle of the brouhaha over Intelôs 

computer chip ID that can be accessed by 

web sites you visit, it has come to light that 

Microsoft has a similar feature in Windows 

98. It seems the Windows 98 Registration 

Wizard that you use when you register your 

copy of Windows 98 via the Internet also 

generates a unique ID number. This ID can 

also be accessed and manipulated remotely 

by sites that you visit. 

 

As the controversy rages between manufac-

turers and pro-privacy groups, it still isnôt 

clear why the manufacturers implemented 

the registration number system in the first 

place. What is clear, however, is that this 

type of information can be used against the 

consumer with relative ease. 

 

Until you decide what your position is, you 

may want to stay away from the Pentium III 

chip and register your copy of Windows 98 

via the registration card instead of using the 

built-in registration wizard. 
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Our goal over the years has always been the sameðcreating the best program at the 

best price. The latest edition of our bankruptcy program is another step in that 

direction. 

 

We included programming changes and other innovations that significantly increase 

user-friendliness. 

 

Giving you the best value means dropping our price from $300.00 to $199.99! Donôt 

forget that you can try our demo of this program free by visiting our Web site, or for 

$6.00 via the order form on page 31. 

§ Prepares the standard Official 

Bankruptcy Form set for Chapters 7, 11, 

12 and 13 bankruptcies 

§ A stand-alone program that needs no 

other software to generate petitions and 

schedules 

§ On-form data entry; no edit menusð

just start typing 

§ Print -shop-perfect forms on laser, 

inkjet or even dot matrix printers

 

§ Consolidated and integrated worksheets 

make data entry easier than ever before 

§ More goof-proofing and help than ever 

beforeðif you do the wrong thing, 

WBank2 does the right thing 

§ Electronic creditorsô matrixðcreate 

creditor matrix on disk for jurisdictions 

requiring or accepting electronic 

matrices 
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§ Automates the following forms: 

Form 1 - Voluntary Petition & Exhibit A 

Form 2 - Declaration Under Penalty Of Perjury 
Form 3 - Application and Order to Pay Filing Fee ... 

Form 4 - List of Creditors Holding 20 Largest Unsecured ... 

Form 5 - Involuntary Petition with continuation pages 

Form 6 - Summary of Schedules 

Form 6A - Real Property with continuation pages 

Form 6B - Personal Property with continuation pages 

Form 6C - Exempt Property with continuation pages 
Form 6D - Secured Creditorõs Claims + continuation pgs 

Form 6E - Unsecured Priority Creditors + continuation pgs 

Form 6F - Unsecured Nonpriority Creditors + continuation pgs 

Form 6G - Executory Contracts & Unexpired Leases + cont pgs 

Form 6H - Codebtors with continuation pages 

Form 6I - Current Income of Individual Debtors 

Form 6J - Current Expenditures (joint and/or separate) 

Schedule of Monthly Income & Expenses of Business Debtor 
Form 6 Cont - Declaration Concerning Debtorõs Schedules 

Form 7 - Statement of Financial Affairs (newly organized) 

Form 8 - Individual Debtorõs Statement of Intention 

Form 9A - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9B - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9C - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9D - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9E - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9E(Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F (Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9G - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9H - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9I - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 10 - Proof of Claim 

Form 11A - General Power of Attorney 

Form 11B - Special Power of Attorney 

Form 12 - Order and Notice for Hearing On Disclosure Statement 

Form 13 - Order Approving Disclosure Statement and ... 

Form 14 - Ballot for Accepting or Rejecting Plan 
Form 15 - Order Confirming Plan 

Form 17 - Notice of Appeal 

Form 18 - Discharge of Debtor 

Form 19 - Certification and Signature of Non-Attorney 

Form 20A - Notice of Motion or Objection 

Form 20B - Notice of Objection to Claim 
 

§ Speed buttons provide one-click functionality for 

saving or loading files, printing a particular sched-

ule or form, and more 

§ Dynamic help balloons pop-up to give you instant 

help on button or other mouse functions 

§ Complete reorganization of the bankruptcy infor-

mation into fewer centralized, integrated, easy-to-

use worksheets 

We know weôve said it before, but we canôt emphasize enough that program changes and enhancements 

occur as a result of feedback from you, our users. Thatôs how our Basic Ohio Probate Forms and Ohio 

Estate Tax for Windows programs became Ohioôs premier probate software. Consequently, we couldnôt 

wait to turn our attention to a complete revamping of our Official Bankruptcy Forms for Windows. 

Our own technical support lines provided the greatest source of information. By taking calls from users, 

we learned what you like and donôt like. It may be self-serving, but we take great interest in these calls. 

By making our programs easier to use and trapping user errors, thereôs a dual benefitðyou have a re-

duced learning curve AND thereôs one less tech support call for us to answer. Our 13-year track record 

speaks for itself. 

Thatôs our pledgeðeasy to use programs at a reasonable cost. 
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Our most recent release of U.S. Estate Tax 

for Windows is a significant improvement 

over its predecessor. In addition to minor 

changes, two new schedules were addedð

Schedule T for family- owned businesses 

and Schedule U for conservation ease-

ments. Our new Form 706 program has the 

following features: 
 

G Not merely an upgrade of our previous version, but a completely new program 

that incorporates our newest programming techniques along with your best sug-
gestions. 

G Screens look exactly like the 706 forms and all calculations are performed dy-

namically and automatically . 

G Now featuring context -sensitive help , meaning you can highlight a menu com-

mand, press l and go straight to the related help topic. The help files contain a 
complete, hyper -linked copy of the Form 706 instructions , in addition to the 
complete text of Publication 590 ï Introduction to Estate and Gift Taxes. 

G Network Friendly . A new set of options make network installation and mainte-

nance easier than ever before. 

G Aside from the two new schedules, weôve created about 25 new custom con-

tinuation pages for added organization. 

G IRS-approved printed forms look ñprint-shop -perfectò on any Windows 

printer. 

G Redesigned worksheets for entering beneficiaries, assets and debts. Each 

worksheet allows you to work with centrally located information that you can ef-

fortlessly change, delete, insert, append and sort as you like. 

G Push-button implementation of common functions such as saving files, printing 

forms, etc. 

G A Check Return function that features a checklist of nearly 100 points and re-

minders for preparing the final return. 
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Form 706 U.S. Estate Tax Return - pages 1-3 Schedule L Net Losses During Administration 

Schedule A Real Estate Schedule M Bequests, etc. to Surviving Spouse 

Schedule A-1 Section 2032A Valuation - 4 pages Schedule O Charitable, Public and Similar Gifts 

Schedule B Stocks and Bonds Schedule P Credit for Foreign Death Taxes 

Schedule C Mortgages, Notes and Cash Schedule Q Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

Schedule D Insurance on the Decedentôs Life Schedule R Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax - 3 pgs 

Schedule E Jointly Owned Property Schedule R-1 Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax 

Schedule F Other Miscellaneous Property Schedule T Qualified Family-Owned Business 

Schedule G Transfers During Decedentôs Life Schedule U Conservation Easement Exclusion 

Schedule H Powers of Appointment Worksheet TG Taxable Gifts Reconciliation 

Schedule I Annuities Worksheet TG Taxable Gifts Reconciliation 

Schedule J Funeral and Administrative Expenses Line 9 Worksheet Gift Tax on Gifts Made After 1976 

Schedule K Debts of the Decedent, Mortgages, Liens Sch Q Wrksht Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

 

 

U.S. Gift Tax Return 
Form 709 

 

Ý Same easy-to-use look and feel as our Probate Combo 

and U.S. Estate Tax Form 706  programs. 

Ý ñPrint-shop-perfectò  forms identical to the IRS published 

Form 709 set, and ready for filing. 

Ý Complete IRS printed instructions are included as a 

searchable, indexed and linked Windows help file. 

Ý User-friendly price. 

Comprehensive List of Included Forms and Schedules 
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Responding To Your Requests 
 

Over the years, weôve had many requests for a pro-

gram that automates the preparation of Form 1041, 

U.S. Income Tax Return for Estates and Trusts. So 

we introduced W1041, the latest complement to 

our existing probate collection of programs (shaded 

box at right). 

 

The Lineup & The Lowdown 
 

W1041 has all the forms in the Internal Revenue 

Serviceôs Form 1041 set. All forms are approved 

by the Internal Revenue Service. The complete list 

is in the shaded area to the right. We also want you 

to know what W1041 does not cover. There are 

many collateral forms that are used for complex 

returns involving on-going businesses (Form 

1040ôs Schedule C) or farm property (Form 1040ôs 

Schedule F). There are probably 50 additional 

forms that can be involved in complex returns; 

however, for simple and normal returns, W1041 is 

all you need and all at a price that a lot less than 

the hundreds of dollars youóll pay for a similar 

package from other software companies. Keep in 

mind that thereôs no reason why you canôt use your 

normal federal tax software for computing busi-

ness, farm income, depreciation and the like. 

 

The IRS Filing Requirement 
 

The Tax Code requires Form 1041 to be filed by 

nearly every estate or trust with a federal identifi-

cation number. The actual filing requirement is: 

Basic Ohio Probate Forms  
Ohio Estate Tax  
U.S. Estate Tax  
U.S. Gift Tax  
Adoption of Minors  
Wrongful Death & Minorôs 
Claims  

Form 1041  U.S. Income Tax for Estates & Trusts  
Schedule A  Charitable Deduction  
Schedule B  Income Distribution Deduction  
Schedule D  Capital Gains and Losses (available in 

unlimited continuation pages)  
Schedule G  Tax Computation  
Schedule I  Alternate Minimum Tax  
Schedule J  Accumulation Distribution for Com-

plex Trust  
Schedule K -1 Beneficiaryôs Share (available in multi-

ple copies)  
Form 1041 -A U.S. Information Return - Trust Accu-

mulation of Charitable Amounts  
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Worksheet  
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Vouchers  
Form 1041 -QFT U.S. Income Tax Return for Qualified 

Funeral Trusts  
Form 1041 -T Allocation of Estimated Tax Payments 

to Beneficiaries  

ñThe fiduciary (or one of the joint fiduciaries) must 
file Form 1041 for a domestic estate that has gross 
income for the tax year of $600 or more.ò 

 

Even if youôre not handling million dollar estates, 

itôs hard to find one that doesnôt meet the filing 

criteria. At a price of $39.95, W1041 pays for 

itself as soon as you do one simple return. 
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If youôre a new or experienced user looking for tips on creating better 

looking forms, the new tutorial can take you step-by-step, from beginning 

to end through creating a probate file, entering information and printing 

forms. The tutorial was written and designed to accompany a new SAM-
PLE file that acts as an adjunct to the written tutorial. 

Effective October 1, 1998, the following forms changed: Form 6.1 ï 

Schedule of Assets, Form 9.0 ï Application to Sell Personal Property, 

Form 9.1 ï Entry Authorizing Sale, Form 9.2 ï Notice of Sale, Form 10.0 

ï Application to Distribute in Kind, Form 10.1 ï Schedule of Property, 

Form 10.2 ï Notice of Hearing, Form 12.0 ï Application for Certificate 

of Transfer, and Form 12.1 ï Certificate of Transfer. Effective May 3, 

1999, these additional forms changed: Form 5.0 ï Application to Relieve 

Estate from Administration and Form 7.1 ï Application for Apportion-

ment of Family Allowance. So for probate practitioners, this new 

package is a necessity. 

With the new forms in effect, it was a prime opportunity for us to study 

technical support calls and user suggestions in order to make the new 

WBOPF35 the easiest to use program weôve ever written. Itôs no exag-

geration to say weôve spent hundreds of hours kicking WBOPF up to new 

levels of user friendliness. Whether youôve tried the program in the past 

or currently use it, youôll be amazed at this new version and wonder how 

youôve been able to óget along without it! 

The new help files are about 25% bigger than in the prior version. Again, 

studying our usersðwhat they like, and what they donôt like, paid big 

dividends. These are not cosmetic changes; they are designed to eliminate 

problems and achieve our goalðzero learning curve. Help files are now 

keyed to make them context sensitive. This means you can press l  on 

any menu command and get instant help. If you have a problem, 

WBOPF35 can often find the topic you need to get going again. 



  12 Puritas Springs Software 

When we released Basic Ohio Probate Forms for 

Windows (WBOPF) in 1995, we set new stan-

dards for probate software. At that time, about the 

best ñsoftwareò available was probate form tem-

plates in a DOS can! Forms had no intelligence 

and worse still, they didnôt even handle the ac-

counting part of a probate! It was hardly any bet-

ter than using a word processor. 

 

Law offices needed intelligently integrated pro-

bate forms. If you enter a decedentôs name, ad-

dress and date of death once, why reenter it on 

multiple other probate forms? Ditto for assets and 

debts. If you enter a lengthy real estate legal de-

scription once, why retype it on the Inventory, 

then on the Certificate of Transfer, and later again 

on the Final Account? You should even be able to 

take the legal description and transfer it to Sched-

ule A or E of the Ohio Estate Tax return. 

 

A probate program must handle financial in-

formation . Once you enter a real estate value, for 

example, the value should appear automatically 

on the Inventory (in the appropriate category, of 

course); it should also appear automatically on the 

Final Account (in the appropriate category); the 

value should also appear on any of a dozen other 

probate forms that require this informationð

automatically. The same applies for the transfer of 

this asset to the Ohio Estate Tax return.

Hereôs a partial checklist of some of Version 

3.5ôs features: 
 

W Handles all calculations automatically; most forms com-
plete themselves automatically! 

 

W Prepares all the Standard Probate Form set as set forth 
in Rules 16 and 17 of the Supreme Courtôs Rules for the 
Superintendence of Common Pleas Courts. 

 

W Has the ability to export probate files to the Ohio Estate 
Tax program that can, in turn, export a file to the  U.S. Es-
tate Tax program  - a true single entry system. 

 

W If there are 10 kin, in 10 different states, and each needs a 
particular notice, you can have WBOPF35 prepare all ten 
different copies in one step. Our new WBOPF35  makes 
available the following forms in multiple sets: Form 1.0 - 
Surviving Spouse, Next of Kin, Form 2.2 - Notice of Probate 
of Will, Form 4.4 - Notice of Hearing, Form 5.3 ï Notice of 
Application to Relieve, Form 5.5 ï Form 6.1 - Schedule of 
Assets, Form 6.3 - Notice of Hearing, Form 10.2 ï Notice of 
Hearing, Form 10.4A - Notice to Distributee, Form 12.1 - 
Certificate of Transfer, Form 12.2 ï Entry Issuing Certificate, 
Form 13.1 - Receipts and Disbursements, and Form 13.5 - 
Notice of Hearing. 

 

W The ability to insert, move, sort and delete individual assets 
or debts in their respective worksheets. 

 

W Context sensitive help. If you have a question about a par-
ticular command, merely highlight the command and press 
l . The program takes you immediately to the related help 
topic. We increased the content of our help files 500%. We 
added more explanations, more troubleshooting, more 
graphics, more of everything. 

 

W Push button operation of common program functions such 
as starting, loading or saving files, printing forms, etc. 

 

W Available in a special Franklin County version that can be 
purchased as a stand-alone program or as an adjunct to our 
regular Basic Ohio Probate Forms. 

In Good Humor 
 

Two parents were discussing their childrenôs 
education. One said, ñYes, little Tommyôs now 
in law school and hopes to become a lawyer. 
We figured heôs always sticking his nose in 
other peopleôs business, why shouldnôt he get 
paid for it!ò 


