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Is your law office concerned about the much-

publicized year 2000 issue? The answer to this 

question can be as elusive as the Presidentôs 

definition of the word ñis.ò If you use your 

computer strictly for word processing, you 

will not be affected. However, if your office 

uses software in which dates are the basis of 

ñcalculations,ò or your computer has a non-

compliant BIOS, you need to do more investi-

gating. This article tells you how in three easy 

steps. 

 

We get calls and letters on a regular basis ask-

ing whether our programs are Y2K compliant. 

Our response is that they areðat least as far as 

we know. Our probate and tax programs, for 

example, all have fields where the user enters 

dates. The reason they are Y2K compliant is 

that dates are stored as simple text. Only our 

Law Office Management software uses dates 

for the purpose of making calculations, and it 

too is Y2K compliant. The lone exception in 

our catalog is the child support programôs ar-

rearage calculator, but this feature is collateral 

to WROCSGôs main function. Weôve sched-

uled it for revision in sufficient time to avoid 

problems when the year 2000 arrives. 

 

To further illustrate, when we say a date is the 

basis for making calculations, we mean it is 

used mathematically to calculate the passage 

of time (i.e., mortgage amortization calcula-

tions). 

 

1. Making A List  

 

The first step a law office should take in mak-

ing an assessment is to compile a list of soft-

ware that it uses. 

2. Checking It Twice 
(Continued on Page 2) 

1998 was by far our best year ever, and we 

have you to thank. We think our success is 

due primarily to two things. First, when you 

speak, we listen. Large companies spend mil-

lions in research and development. We com-

pete because we consider you as part of our 

R&D team. Attorneys and their staffs, who 

use our programs on a daily basis, are a 

source of excellent ideas for program revi-

sions and updates. Ultimately this provides 

you, the user, with better programs. Good 

software shouldnôt need training courses and 

mountains of manuals to be useful. 

 

Following these guidelines reduces our tech-

nical support calls and gives us more time to 

develop more programs. We know weôre suc-

ceeding because youôve called and told us so! 

Thereôs no better feeling than the one we get 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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If you havenèt visited our 
Web site lately 
(www.puritas-springs.com), 
it was completely rewritten 
in the past few months. 
One popular page is the 
Law Library page contain-
ing links to sites of interest 
to law offices (i.e., search-
able statutory and case 
law). There are over 100 
sites that are indispensable 
to law office Web surfing. 
You can also get news of 

new product releases as 
well as free downloadable 
demos of all our programs, 
including the Borland Da-
tabase Engine disk that 
provides the foundation for 
most of our programs. Fi-
nally, weève assembled all 
the hints and computer tips 
from back issues of our 
catalog. This is not just a 
bunch of Windows tips; 
weève tried to cull tips and 
hints specifically related to 
law office work. See ya 
there! 
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The test only takes 10 or 15 minutes. Here are 

the steps: 

 

1 Create a boot disk if you donôt have one 

already. Consult your OS documentation 

if you donôt know how to do this. Every 

business computer should have a boot 

disk. 

2 Turn your computer off, in-

sert the boot disk, and power 

up. 

3 When the date prompt ap-

pears, type: 12/31/99. 

4 In response to the time 

prompt, type 11:59 p.m. 

5 After the DOS prompt ap-

pears, turn the power off. 

6 Wait at least two minutes. 

7 Reboot from the floppy. 

8 When the DOS prompt ap-

pears, type: date. If the year 

doesnôt read 2000, youôve got 

a problem BIOS.  

9 Youôre finished with the test; 

now reboot your computer 

and use the DOS date and 

time functions again to reset 

the date and time to their 

proper values. 

 

WARNING : Do not perform a normal Win-

dows boot when your clock is set past 

12/31/99. Many software vendors use the sys-

tem date to trigger the termination of the soft-

ware license. Therefore, if you donôt follow 

step 9, you could find your normal programs 

not working. 

 

Some BIOSes can be upgraded, but you may 

need to replace the computer. Itôs best to con-

tact your computerôs manufacturer for guid-

ance. Thatôs it. In summary, thereôs two 

things to checkðyour programs and your 

BIOS. If you test both, your transition to the 

new millenium should be painless. 

 

 Take your list and contact each programôs 

vendor and ask whether their software is Y2K 

compliant. Many times this information is 

available on a companyôs web site. 

 

We followed this course with the Inpriseôs 

Borland Database Engine (BDE). Most of our 

programs use the BDE via Paradox database 

files. Hereôs what we learned: 

 
Dates entered into tables assume the current cen-
tury of the local CPU. 
 
For BDE version less than 5.0, Local SQL against 
Paradox, dBase and FoxPro tables assume the 
current century to be 1900. For local SQL to use a 
century other than 1900 using BDE prior to 5.0 a 4-
digit year must be used. 
 
For BDE version 5.0 and later, local SQL against 
Paradox, dBASE and FoxPro tables assumes dates 
with 2 digit years to be in 1900 for years >=50 and 
years to be in 2000 for years <50. For Local SQL to 
use a century other than these defaults with BDE 
5.0, a 4 digit year must be used. 

 

Our only date-sensitive program uses version 

2.5 of the BDE. Based on the foregoing, that 

means the 20th century is assumed for all 

years entered as two digits. If you wish to 

enter a date in the 21st century, you must en-

ter the year as four digits. 

 

Ultimately, the reason you should contact 

your software vendor is that the Y2K problem 

depends on whether the programmer(s) used  

a two or four-digit method for storing dates. 

Like the hairdresser in the VO5 hair color 

commercial, only the programmer knows the 

answer to this question for sure. 

 

3. Detecting Naughty BIOSes 

 

The third step in evaluating whether a Y2K 

problem exists is testing your BIOS. The 

BIOS is a hardware/software hybrid that acts 

as an intermediary between your computer 

and the software that you run. You know it as 

the unintelligible DOS text that scrolls across 

the black screen when you start your com-

puter. 

As complicated as Y2K diagnostics can be-

come, testing the BIOS is comparatively easy. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ñWARNING: Do 

not perform a 

normal Windows 

boot when your 

clock is set past 

12/31/99. Many 

software vendors 

use the system 

date to trigger ter-

mination of your 

software license.ò 
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One category of software that holds promise 

for law offices is speech recognition. The 

problem this software struggles to overcome 

is consumersô heightened expectations based 

on science fiction movies depicting com-

puters with highly developed speech recog-

nition abilities. Unfortunately in the past, 

neither the software nor the hardware were 

equal to the demands of real-time speech 

recognition. 

 

One limitation of early speech 

recognition software was the re-

quirement that users pause be-

tween words. Even still, software 

packages rarely achieved 80% 

accuracy. 

 

Todayôs speech recognition soft-

ware has come a long way, per-

mitting continuous speech and 

attaining over 90% accuracy. 

Even higher degrees of accuracy 

are achievable through voice 

training sessions where the soft-

ware learns the nuances of an in-

dividualôs voice and speech pat-

terns. 

 

Recently, we had the pleasure of a 

visit from Connie Sterle of CNS SpeakEasy, 

Inc. (330-854-5040). She is an authorized 

reseller of Dragon System, Inc.ôs Naturally 

Speaking and was visiting to demonstrate the 

Legal Edition. Aside from continuous speech 

recognition and higher accuracy, the main 

feature of the Legal Edition is a large legal 

vocabulary. The specialized legal vocabulary 

contains a comprehensive set of legal terms 

for dealing with a variety of legal uses in-

cluding court names, case histories, legal 

authorities, Latin and French legal phrases, 

reporters and abbreviations. 

 

Naturally Speaking does more than just con-

vert speech to text. It also enables a full set 

of commands for editing text and application 

controls. For example, you can use voice 

commands to select, copy, and paste blocks 

of text. To make a selected section of text 

bold, you simply say ñbold that.ò Naturally 

Speaking works with Microsoftôs Word and 

(Continued on page 5) 

when someone calls to say they love one of 

our programs. 

 

The second reason to which we attribute our 

good fortune is our technical support. Nowa-

days companies erect a firewall between 

themselves and their customers in the form 

of an automated answering system. If youôve 

ever navigated an endless or irrelevant an-

swering system menu, you know exactly 

what we mean! That never happens at Puri-

tas Springs Software. Although our phones 

can be extremely busy when we release a 

new program, youóll always talk to a real 

person who can answer your questions. 

 

So weôre starting the new year by renewing 

our pledge to continue working as hard as we 

can to make your office work as easy as pos-

sible, and by offering you our sincerest 

thanks. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ñTodayôs speech 

recognition soft-

ware has come a 

long way, permit-

ting continuous 

speech and at-

taining over 90% 

accuracy.ò 

One autumn day, a park ranger discovered 

a man sitting in the woods chewing away 

on a dead bald eagle. ñHey mister, the bald 

eagle is a protected species and killing one 

is a punishable offense,ò said the park 

ranger as he took the man into custody. 

When the man was brought before the 

judge, he pleaded not guilty, claiming that 

if he didnôt eat the bird he would have died 

from starvation. At the conclusion of the 

trial, to everyoneôs amazement, the judge 

ruled in the manôs favor. After pronouncing 

judgment, the judge turned to the man and 

asked, ñI have never eaten a bald eagle, nor 

do I ever plan to, but Iôd like to know what 

it tasted like?ò The man answered, ñWell, it 

tasted like a cross between a whooping 

crane and a spotted owl!ò 

In Good Humor 
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cost of maintaining two households in split 

parental situations, but if you convert the sole 

residential scenario to shared parenting on a 

50/50 basis, the difference in annual obligation 

is less defensible. On the other hand, both 

computations result in a wash so there is no 

perceptible difference to the ñobligor.ò 

 

So whatôs the big deal? Well, these scenarios 

assumed parents with equal in-

comes. Once you introduce a 

disparity in the parentsô incomes, 

the difference in the obligorôs 

annual payment becomes more 

significant. 

 

Take the case where one parent 

earns minimum wage or works 

part-time. If one parent has an 

annual income of $60,000 and 

the other $10,000, the difference 

in annual obligation between 

50/50 shared parenting ($4,596) 

and split parental ($6,381) orders 

is $1,785! 

 

Another question that arises in 

this context is whatôs the practi-

cal difference between 50/50 

shared parenting and split paren-

tal orders? One wonders whether 

there is a difference except in 

terms of the annual obligation. 

 

The obvious conclusion is that 

where there is a disparity of income between 

the parents, if you represent the obligor, there 

is a definite advantage to shared parenting 

over split parental orders. 

 

Role Reversal 
 

Attorney Denise Barone of Batavia was kind 

enough to call and share her thoughts on yet 

another interesting point. The scenario she 

described involves cases where the obligor on 

line 24 (the parent with the greater actual an-

nual obligation) becomes the obligee when the 

computation reaches line 27ðthe final figure. 

How can this happen you ask? The circum-

stances occur more and more frequently in 

todayôs factual settings. The situation arises 

 

Child Support Revisited 
 

Our last Digital Inklings column made some 

observations about the variety of  ways in 

which to treat shared parenting orders in the 

computation of child support under the guide-

lines. Judging by the calls, letters and sales 

orders received after publication, we must 

have struck a chord with many of our readers. 

If you want to read the original article, youôll 

find it in Vol. 98, No. 3 of this newsletter. If 

you donôt have that issue, contact us for a 

back issue; however, donôt delay because we 

have only a limited number of back issues. 

 

Some of the responses we received were quite 

interesting, so weôd like to share with you 

some of the comments of other law offices. 

One of our first calls came from Attorney 

Michael Banta of Cleveland who indicated 

that ñtime spentò need not necessarily be 

computed on a ñdayò basis. He maintained, 

and we are inclined to agree, that ñtime spentò 

may take into consideration a number of fac-

tors including nights spent, meals served, 

waking hours or pure hours spent. Unless a 

future version of RC §3113.215(B)(6)(b) pro-

vides more specifics, one might assume that 

any one or more of these criteria may play a 

part in arriving at a ñtime spentò figure. 

 

Shared vs. Split Parenting 
 

Another interesting call came from Attorney 

Linda Beebe of Lakewood. She remarked that 

the annual support obligation can differ be-

tween sole/residential computations and split 

parental computationsðeven when the in-

come and number of children involved are 

identical. 

 

Hereôs a scenario to illustrate. If the combined 

annual income of the parents is $70,000 (each 

earning $35,000 annually) and there are two 

children, the annual child support obligation 

(line 17) of the sole residential worksheet is 

$12,780. By contrast, those same circum-

stances in the split parental worksheet return a 

annual support obligation (line 17a plus 17b) 

of $17,868. The difference between the two 

figures presumably relates to the increased 

ñThe obvious 

conclusion is that 

where there is a 

disparity of in-

come between the 

parents, if you 

represent the obli-

gor, there is a 

definite advan-

tage to shared 

parenting over 

split parental or-

ders.ò 
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when the parent with the greater annual in-

come is also the residential parent. This typi-

cally occurs when the father is the residential 

parent, or when ñcustodialò mothers earn 

more than fathers. 

 

In these instances, it is usually appropriate 

for the parent with less income to make some 

sort of token payment. In fact, the 

statute that codifies the guidelines 

(R.C. §3113.215(B)(7) provides:  

ñé the court shall issue a mini-

mum support order requiring the 

obligor to pay a minimum amount 

of fifty dollars a month for child 

support under the child support 

order.ò 

 

There are different ways to handle 

these situations in the context of 

the worksheet. If the order is of 

the sole residential variety, our 

child support program automati-

cally considers the non-residential 

parent as the obligor regardless of 

the relative support obligations on 

line 24. In shared parenting situa-

tions, the treatment is not as clear. 

In those cases, the obligor is, by 

definition, the parent with the 

larger annual obligation on line 

24. Therefore, merely making an 

adjustment based on time of pos-

session, etc. will not have the 

desired result because the adjustment is ap-

plied against the ñtechnical obligorò of line 

24 instead of the non-residential parent with 

lesser income. In our program, you achieve 

the desired result by entering a line 26 ad-

justment that exceeds the line 24ðobligorôs 

annual obligation. The result is that our pro-

gram detects conditions where line 27ôs final 

figure is a negative number and makes the 

ñotherò parent the obligor in an amount 

equal to the absolute value of the line 26 

adjustment subtracted from the line 24ð

obligorôs actual annual obligation. 

(Continued from Page 4) 

ñWill speech rec-

ognition software 

ever replace legal 

secretaries? We 

donôt think so. 

Even at 95% ac-

curacy, any legal 

secretary who 

makes 5 mistakes 

in every 100 

words will be job-

hunting post-

haste.ò 

In conclusion, we want to thank the persons 

who called to give us their thoughts on this 

subject. Your continued input on this subject 

has made our child support program one of 

the most popular products in our catalog. 

Inklings 

Corelôs WordPerfect word processors, but 

also comes with its own processor that is 

fine-tuned for Naturally Speaking. 

 

With all these positives, were there any 

shortcomings? For one, hardware require-

ments are formidable. Dragon Systems ad-

vertises minimum requirements of 166 MHz 

Pentium with 32 Meg of RAM, but Ms. 

Sterleôs demonstration was performed on a 

400 MHz Pentium with 192 Meg of RAM. 

No doubt unless you have a hot new com-

puter youôd want to test Naturally Speaking 

to make sure it can handle the considerable 

demands of the software. The second con-

sideration is price. Although Dragon Sys-

temôs Naturally Speaking is advertised at 

about $170 for the 3.0 Preferred Version, the 

Legal Edition is $995. 

 

We know of about four speech recognition 

software packages that are available, but in a 

recent test by Consumer Reports laboratories 

(November 1998) Naturally Speaking placed 

first. 

 

If youôve never seen this type of software 

before, youôre in for a treat. Watching the 

program type as we spoke was exciting and 

futuristic. Its utility for attorneys who canôt 

touch type or for physically handicapped 

users was immediately apparent. Will speech 

recognition software ever replace secretar-

ies? We donôt think so. Even at 95% accu-

racy, any legal secretary who makes 5 mis-

takes in every 100 words will be job hunting 

posthaste. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Our goal over the years has always been the sameðcreating the best program at the 

best price. The latest edition of our bankruptcy program is another step in that 

direction. 

 

We included programming changes and other innovations that significantly increase 

user-friendliness. 

 

Giving you the best value means dropping our price from $300.00 to $199.99! Donôt 

forget that you can try our demo of this program free by visiting our Web site, or for 

$6.00 via the order form on page 31. 

New & Improved Features Include: 

§ Prepares the standard Official 

Bankruptcy Form set for Chapters 7, 11, 

12 and 13 bankruptcies 

§ A stand-alone program that needs no 

other software to generate petitions 

§ On-form data entry; no edit menusð

just start typing 

§ Print -shop-perfect forms on laser, 

inkjet or even dot matrix printers

 

§ Consolidated and integrated worksheets 

make data entry easier than ever before 

§ More goof-proofing and help than ever 

beforeðif you do the wrong thing, 

WBank2 does the right thing 

§ Electronic creditorsô matrixðcreate 

creditor matrix on disk for jurisdictions 

requiring or accepting electronic 

matrices 
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§ Automates the following forms: 

Form 1 - Voluntary Petition & Exhibit A 

Form 2 - Declaration Under Penalty Of Perjury 
Form 3 - Application and Order to Pay Filing Fee ... 

Form 4 - List of Creditors Holding 20 Largest Unsecured ... 

Form 5 - Involuntary Petition with continuation pages 

Form 6 - Summary of Schedules 

Form 6A - Real Property with continuation pages 

Form 6B - Personal Property with continuation pages 

Form 6C - Exempt Property with continuation pages 
Form 6D - Secured Creditorõs Claims + continuation pgs 

Form 6E - Unsecured Priority Creditors + continuation pgs 

Form 6F - Unsecured Nonpriority Creditors + continuation 

Form 6G - Executory Contracts & Unexpired Leases + cont 

Form 6H - Codebtors with continuation pages 

Form 6I - Current Income of Individual Debtors 

Form 6J - Current Expenditures (joint and/or separate) 

Schedule of Monthly Income & Expenses of Business Debtor 
Form 6 Cont - Declaration Concerning Debtorõs Schedules 

Form 7 - Statement of Financial Affairs (newly organized) 

Form 8 - Individual Debtorõs Statement of Intention 

Form 9A - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9B - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9C - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9D - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9E - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9E(Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F(Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9G - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9H - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9I - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 10 - Proof of Claim 

Form 11A - General Power of Attorney 

Form 11B - Special Power of Attorney 

Form 12 - Order and Notice for Hearing On Disclosure Statement 

Form 13 - Order Approving Disclosure Statement and ... 

Form 14 - Ballot for Accepting or Rejecting Plan 
Form 15 - Order Confirming Plan 

Form 17 - Notice of Appeal 

Form 18 - Discharge of Debtor 

Form 19 - Certification and Signature of Non-Attorney 

Form 20A - Notice of Motion or Objection 

Form 20B - Notice of Objection to Claim 
 

§ Speed buttons provide one-click functionality for 

saving or loading files, printing a particular sched-

ule or form, and more 

§ Dynamic help balloons pop-up to give you instant 

help on button or other mouse functions 

§ Complete reorganization of the bankruptcy infor-

mation into fewer centralized, integrated, easy-to-

use worksheets 

We know weôve said it before, but we canôt emphasize enough that program changes and enhancements 

occur as a result of feedback from you, our users. Thatôs how our Basic Ohio Probate Forms and Ohio 

Estate Tax for Windows programs became Ohioôs premier probate software. Consequently, we couldnôt 

wait to turn our attention to a complete revamping of our Official Bankruptcy Forms for Windows. 

Our own technical support lines provided the greatest source of information. By taking calls from users, 

we learned what you like and donôt like. It may be self-serving, but we take great interest in these calls. 

By making our programs easier to use and trapping user errors, thereôs a dual benefitðyou have a re-

duced learning curve AND thereôs one less tech support call to answer. Our 11-year track record speaks 

for itself. 

Thatôs our pledgeðeasy to use programs at a reasonable cost. 
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In July 1998, the Internal Revenue Service 

published new Estate Tax forms for dece-

dents dying after December 31, 1997. In 

addition to minor changes, two new sched-

ules were addedðSchedule T for family- 

owned businesses and Schedule U for con-

servation easements. Our new Form 706 

program has the following features: 
 

G Not merely an upgrade of our previous version, but a completely new program 

that incorporates our newest programming techniques with your best sugges-
tions. 

G Screens look exactly like the 706 forms and all calculations are performed dy-

namically and automatically . 

G Now featuring context -sensitive help , meaning you can highlight a menu com-

mand, press l and go straight to the related help topic. The help files contain a 
complete, hyper -linked copy of the Form 706 instructions , in addition to the 
complete text of Publication 590 ï Introduction to Estate and Gift Taxes. 

G Network Friendly . A new set of options make network installation and mainte-

nance easier than ever before. 

G Aside from the two new schedules, weôve created about 25 new custom con-

tinuation pages for added organization. 

G IRS-approved printed forms look ñprint shopò perfect on any Windows 

printer. 

G Redesigned worksheets for entering beneficiaries, assets and debts. Each 

worksheet allows you to work with centrally located information that you can ef-

fortlessly change, delete, insert, append and sort as you like. 

G Push-button implementation of common functions such as saving files, printing 

forms, etc. 

G A Check Return function that features a checklist of nearly 100 points and re-

minders for preparing the final return. 
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Form 706 U.S. Estate Tax Return - pages 1-3 Schedule L Net Losses During Administration 

Schedule A Real Estate Schedule M Bequests, etc. to Surviving Spouse 

Schedule A-1 Section 2032A Valuation - 4 pages Schedule O Charitable, Public and Similar Gifts 

Schedule B Stocks and Bonds Schedule P Credit for Foreign Death Taxes 

Schedule C Mortgages, Notes and Cash Schedule Q Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

Schedule D Insurance on the Decedentôs Life Schedule R Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax - 3 pgs 

Schedule E Jointly Owned Property Schedule R-1 Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax 

Schedule F Other Miscellaneous Property Schedule T Qualified Family-Owned Business 

Schedule G Transfers During Decedentôs Life Schedule U Conservation Easement Exclusion 

Schedule H Powers of Appointment Worksheet TG Taxable Gifts Reconciliation 

Schedule I Annuities Worksheet TG Taxable Gifts Reconciliation 

Schedule J Funeral and Administrative Expenses Line 9 Worksheet Gift Tax on Gifts Made After 1976 

Schedule K Debts of the Decedent, Mortgages, Liens Sch Q Wrksht Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

 

 

U.S. Gift Tax Return 
Form 709 

 

Ý Same easy-to-use look and feel as our Probate Combo and U.S. Estate Tax 

Form 706  programs. 

Ý ñPrint-shop-perfectò  forms identical to the IRS published Form 709 set, and 

ready for filing. 

Ý Complete IRS printed instructions are included as a searchable, indexed and 

linked Windows help file. 

Ý User-friendly price of only $39.99. 

Comprehensive List of Included Forms and Schedules 



  10 Puritas Springs Software 

Responding To Your Requests 
 

Over the years, weôve had many requests for a pro-

gram that automates the preparation of Form 1041, 

U.S. Income Tax Return for Estates and Trusts. So 

we introduced W1041, the latest complement to 

our existing probate collection of programs (shaded 

box at right). 

 

The Lineup & The Lowdown 
 

W1041 has all the forms in the Internal Revenue 

Serviceôs Form 1041 set. All forms are approved 

by the Internal Revenue Service. The complete list 

is in the shaded area to the right. We also want you 

to know what W1041 does not cover. There are 

many collateral forms that are used for complex 

returns involving on-going businesses (Form 

1040ôs Schedule C) or farm property (Form 1040ôs 

Schedule F). There are probably 50 additional 

forms that can be involved in complex returns; 

however, for simple and normal returns, W1041 is 

all you need and all at the right price. Keep in mind 

that thereôs no reason why you canôt use your nor-

mal federal tax software for computing business, 

farm income, depreciation and the like. 

 

The IRS Filing Requirement 
 

The Tax Code requires Form 1041 to be filed by 

nearly every estate or trust with a federal identifi-

cation number. The actual filing requirement is: 

Basic Ohio Probate Forms  
Ohio Estate Tax  
U.S. Estate Tax  
U.S. Gift Tax  
Adoption of Minors  
Wrongful Death & Minorôs Claims  

Form 1041  U.S. Income Tax for Estates & Trusts  
Schedule A  Charitable Deduction  
Schedule B  Income Distribution Deduction  
Schedule D  Capital Gains and Losses (available in 

unlimited continuation pages)  
Schedule G  Tax Computation  
Schedule I  Alternate Minimum Tax  
Schedule J  Accumulation Distribution for Com-

plex Trust  
Schedule K -1 Beneficiaryôs Share (available in multi-

ple copies)  
Form 1041 -A U.S. Information Return - Trust Accu-

mulation of Charitable Amounts  
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Worksheet  
Form 1041 -ES Estimated Tax Vouchers  
Form 1041 -QFT U.S. Income Tax Return for Qualified 

Funeral Trusts  
Form 1041 -T Allocation of Estimated Tax Payments 

to Beneficiaries  

ñThe fiduciary (or one of the joint fiduciaries) must 
file Form 1041 for a domestic estate that has gross 
income for the tax year of $600 or more.ò 

 

Even if youôre not handling million dollar estates, 

itôs hard to find one that doesnôt meet the filing 

criteria. At a price of $39.95, W1041 pays for 

itself as soon as you do one simple return. 
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Effective October 1, 1998, the following forms changed: Form 6.1, Form 

9.0, Form 9.1, Form 9.2, Form 9.3 (deleted), Form 10.0, Form 10.1, Form 

10.2, Form 10.3 (deleted), Form 12.0, and Form 12.1. Some forms, i.e., 

Form 6.1 changed superficially, but others changed substantiallyð

specifically the Form 12 ï Certificate of Transfer set. So for probate 

practitioners, this new package is a necessity. 

With the new forms in effect, it was a prime opportunity for us to study 

technical support calls and user suggestions in order to make the new 

WBOPF35 the easiest to use program weôve ever written. Itôs no exag-

geration to say weôve spent hundreds of hours kicking WBOPF up to new 

levels of user friendliness. Whether youôve tried the program in the past 

or currently use it, youôll be amazed at this new version and wonder how 

youôve been able get along without it! 

The new help files are about 25% bigger than in the prior version. Again, 

studying our usersðwhat they like, and what they donôt like, paid big 

dividends. These are not cosmetic changes; they are designed to eliminate 

problems and achieve our goalðzero learning curve. Help files are now 

keyed to make them context sensitive. This means you can press l  on 

any menu command and get instant help. If you have a problem, 

WBOPF35 can often find the topic you need to get going again. 

If you are a new user getting acquainted with WBOPF35 for the first time 

or an experienced user looking for tips on creating better looking forms, 

the new tutorial can take you step-by-step, from beginning to end through 

creating a probate file, entering information and printing forms. The tuto-

rial was written and designed to accompany a new SAMPLE file that acts 

as a step-by-step example of the written tutorial. 
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When we released Basic Ohio Probate Forms for 

Windows (WBOPF) in 1995, we set new stan-

dards for probate software. At that time, about the 

best ñsoftwareò available was probate form tem-

plates. Forms had no intelligence and worse still, 

they didnôt even handle the accounting part of a 

probate! It was hardly any better than using a 

word processor. 

 

Law offices needed intelligently integrated pro-

bate forms. If you enter a decedentôs name, ad-

dress and date of death once, why reenter it on 

multiple other probate forms? Ditto for assets and 

debts. If you enter a lengthy real estate legal de-

scription once, why retype it on the Inventory, 

then on the Certificate of Transfer, and later again 

on the Final Account? You should even be able to 

take the legal description and transfer it to Sched-

ule A or E of the Ohio Estate Tax return. 

 

A probate program must handle financial in-

formation . Once you enter a real estate value, for 

example, the value ought to appear automatically 

on the Inventory (under the appropriate category, 

of course); it should also appear automatically on 

the Final Account (under the appropriate cate-

gory, of course); the value should also appear on 

any of a dozen other probate forms that require 

this informationðautomatically. The same ap-

plies for the transfer of this asset to the Ohio Es-

tate Tax return.

Hereôs a partial checklist of some of Version 3.5ôs 

features: 

 
W Handles all calculations automatically; most forms com-

plete themselves automatically! 
 

W Prepares every probate form in the Standard Probate 
Form set as set forth in Rules 16 and 17 of the Supreme 
Courtôs Rules for the Superintendence of Common Pleas 
Courts. 

 

W Has the ability to export probate files to the Ohio Estate Tax 
program (WOET) that can, in turn, export a file to the U.S. 
Estate Tax program (W706) - a true single entry system. 

 

W If there are 10 kin, in 10 different states, and each needs a 
particular notice, you can have WBOPF35 prepare all ten 
different copies in one step. Our new WBOPF35  makes 
available the following forms in multiple sets: Form 1.0 - Sur-
viving Spouse, Next of Kin, Form 2.2 - Notice of Probate of 
Will, Form 4.4 - Notice of Hearing, Form 5.3 ï Notice of Appli-
cation to Relieve, Form 5.5 ï Form 6.1 - Schedule of Assets, 
Form 6.3 - Notice of Hearing on Inventory, Form 10.2 ï Notice 
of Hearing, Form 10.4A - Notice to Distributee, Form 12.1 - 
Certificate of Transfer, Form 12.2 ï Entry Issuing Certificate, 
Form 13.1 - Receipts and Disbursements, and Form 13.5 - 
Notice of Hearing on Account. 

 

W The ability to insert, move, sort and delete individual assets or 
debts in their respective worksheets. 

 

W Context sensitive help. If you have a question about a particu-

lar command, merely highlight the command and press l . 
The program takes you immediately to the related help topic. 
We increased the content of our help files 500%. We added 
more explanations, more troubleshooting, more graphics, 
more of everything. 

 

W Push button operation of common program functions such as 
starting, loading or saving files, printing forms, etc. 

 

W Now available in a special Franklin County version which 
can be purchased as a stand-alone program or as an adjunct 
to our regular Basic Ohio Probate Forms. 

Windows CE 
 

The new, stripped-down, appliance ver-

sion of Windows is called Windows CE. 

Talk circulating in the industry hints that 

Microsoft intended the CE to stand for 

ñCastrated Edition.ò 

A Day In Court  
 

Mrs. Dumbrowski walked into the courtroom 
and asked, ñAre you the judge of reprobate?ò 

ñI am the probate judge,ò the judge corrected. 

ñWell, I guess this is the right place,ò the 
woman said. My husband died intesticled 
and left no infidels.ò 

ñMy dear lady,ò the judge replied, ñI presume 
you mean he died intestate and left no codi-
cils.ò 

ñI guess so,ò she said, ñI just want to be the 
executioner.ò 
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V No edit menu. No input dialogs.  Simple, 
one step data entry. If you want to change a 
particular field on a form, just click on it, or 
TAB to it like you do in any Windows pro-
gram. Pressing ENTER will automatically 
move you from field to field on a probate 
form. This streamlines the data entry process. 

 
V A  centralized work area for assets and ex-

penses . The same asset can be sent to mul-
tiple schedules, handy for completing Sched-
ule Môs. 

 
V Increased content in our help files . More ex-

planations, more troubleshooting, more 
graphics, more of everything. 

 
V Communicates with WBOPF35 so that Estate 

Tax returns complete themselves automati-
cally based on information you enter in the 
probate program. 

 
V Allows quick and easy changes; updates all 

supporting forms and schedules instanta-
neously . 

 
V Compatible with W706 for transferring es-

tate tax data to our 706 program without re-
typing. 

 
V Uses Windows multiple document interface 

so you can see multiple schedules and forms 
at the same time for comparison or what-if 
testing. 

What would our probate program be without its 

companion Ohio Estate Tax? WOET3 has all of 

the new look and feel of WBOPF3. We added 

forms and features, and increased user friendli-

ness. 

 
V Although our forms already had a print shop 

quality  look, we added all the rules and shad-
ing of the forms as printed and published by 
the Ohio Department of Taxation. As always, 
the forms are approved by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Taxation . 

 
V The original versionôs three continuation 

schedules were really handy, but you wanted 
unlimited continuation pages for all the 
schedules . Thatôs what WOET3 implements. 
It can generate an unlimited number of con-
tinuation pages for the following forms: Sched-
ule A, Schedule B, Schedule C, Schedule D, 
Schedule E - Part I, Schedule E - Part II, 
Schedule F, Schedule G, Schedule H, Sched-
ule I, Schedule J, Schedule K, Schedule M - 
Part I, and Schedule M - Part II. 

 
V Did we mention that WOET3 can prepare an 

unlimited number of Form 14 Tax Re-
leases ? 

 
V How about adding the following forms: 
 

Form 12 - Application for Consent to Transfer 
Form 14 - Tax Releases (multiple and unlimited) 
Form 22 - Certificate of Estate Tax Payment, etc. 
Form 24 - Application for Extension of Time to 
File 

 

Ohio Estate Tax 
 

Version 3 
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This is the same program used by Domestic Relations Courts, Juvenile Courts, Probate 

Courts, Child Support Enforcement Agencies, Departments of Human Services, Prosecu-

torôs Offices, Appellate Courts, Law Libraries and Universities all over Ohio. Our latest re-

lease of Revised Ohio Child Support Guidelines for Windows (WROCSG) is much more than a 

minor revision to comply with current law. In making our changes, we applied the principle that 

has worked so well for us over the yearsðif the new program doesnôt incorporate the best and 

newest programming techniques and isnôt easier to use, it isnôt worth the trouble. Our motto for 

this program is ñZero Learning Curve.ò 
 

We brought all our expertise to bear in this new version and were able to make it more powerful, 

yet take up less disk space. One particular area we focused on was the statutory guidelines for the 

treatment of shared parenting plans. While earlier versions of the Ohio Revised Code were silent 

on the treatment of shared parenting versus sole residential orders, newer versions of O.R.C. § 

3113.215 contain more specific standards within which shared parenting plans may be dealt with 

via the child support worksheet (HB 352, 1/1/98; HB 408, 10/1/97). 

 

We addressed the issue of shared parenting in a more logical and straightforward manner 

than ever before. We think we accomplished our goal by incorporating a 1-2-3, push-button 

clarity. The number of other changes and improvements is substantial.  
 
§ Complete, context-senstive help with statutory 

citations. 

§ Accommodates percentage rate or flat fee 
processing charges (poundage).  

§ Implementation of the old alternate low in-
come tables for calculation of pre-1994 or-
ders. 

§ Buff-colored, scaleable screens for easy view-
ing on any computer at any screen resolution. 

§ Plus all the other features that made prior 
versions of WROCSG our best selling program. 

§ Arrearage and interest calculator. 


