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We donôt mean some used 386SX. Weôre talk-

ing about a new 150Mhz Pentium. In an ear-

lier issue, we mentioned that we had to replace 

a computer because it wasnôt compatible with 

our network adapters when we networked our 

lab. Of course, itôs cheaper to find a compati-

ble network adapter card rather than replace 

the whole computer, but we had other reasons 

that made a wholesale replacement desirable. 

 

New, fully-loaded systems range in price from 

$2,500 and up, but because the computer we 

were replacing was regularly but not fre-

quently used, we were interested in replac-

ing it as inexpensively as possible. Some of 

our initial considerations were: (1) we would 

use the monitor, hard drive and CD-ROM 

from the old computer; and (2) we werenôt 

interested in equipping the replacement with 

sound or fax/modem cards. 

 

Our first step was to browse through the latest 

issue of Computer Shopper magazine. In case 

youôre unfamiliar, Computer Shopper is a 

monthly magazine of telephone book propor-

tions that youôll find at most bookstores and 

magazine stands. Normally, youôd be irritated 

at the advertisement/article ratio, but when 

weôre shopping, itôs exactly what we want. 

 

On page 477 we found what we wantedðbare 

bones systems. A bare bones system is a com-

puter that has a motherboard, CPU, power 

supply, internal memory, floppy drive, video 

card and case. Actually, you can find bare 

bones systems in any configuration. Itôs like 

Burger Kingðyou can have it your way. A bit 

more searching disclosed AmeriComp, Inc. (1-

800-217-2667), a business located in the 

(Continued on Page 2) 

A New Computer 
For $339? 

 

www.bigbook.com  
 

Imagine a telephone book that covers the en-

tire United States. This site lets you find a 

business anywhere in the country along with 

steet maps, customer ratings, etc.  

It provides a good starting point for doing 

research about out-of-state companies. 
 

 

www.answers.com  
 

Use this site if you think the answer to your 

question might be somewhere on the Inter-

net, but you donôt know where to look, or 

you donôt have the time to do the research. 

This site is administered by a team of expert 

Internet researchers who will get you the 

answer to your question within 24 hours. 

The cost ranges from $1.79 to $11.99 de-

pending on the difficulty of finding your 
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Every so often, our amuse-
ment park graphic gener-
ates some questions. Weère 
fond of the graphic because 
Puritas Springs Software 
had its start on the site of 
the now defunct Puritas 
Springs Park. The park was 
opened in 1898 on the 
west side of Cleveland over-

looking Rocky River Val-
ley. Owner John E. Good-
ing is credited with intro-
ducing the first horse-
drawn and steam-powered 
carousels in Ohio. The 
main attraction was the 
Cyclone roller coaster that 
many still remember. For 
more information, or a 
virtual ride on the Cyclone, 
visit www.apbooks.com/
puritas.htm. 
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tionary step headed down? Is there more to 

Microsoftôs plan than consumer freindliness? 

Read this excerpt from Microsoftôs software 

license agreement for Internet Explorer: 

 
ñNOTE ON JAVA SUPPORT. THE SOFTWARE 
MAY CONTAIN SUPPORT FOR PROGRAMS 
WRITTEN IN JAVA. JAVA TECHNOLOGY IS NOT 
FAULT TOLERANT AND IS NOT DESIGNED, 
MANUFACTURED, OR INTENDED FOR USE OR 
RESALE AS ON-LINE CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT IN HAZARDOUS ENVI-
RONMENTS REQUIRING FAIL-SAFE 
PERFORMANCE, SUCH AS IN THE 
OPERATION OF NUCLEAR FACILI-
TIES, AIRCRAFT NAVIGATION OR 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS, AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROL, DIRECT LIFE 
SUPPORT MACHINES, OR WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS, IN WHICH THE FAILURE 
OF JAVA TECHNOLOGY COULD LEAD 
DIRECTLY TO DEATH, PERSONAL 
INJURY, OR SEVERE PHYSICAL OR 
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE.ò 

 

Ouch! No mutual admiration soci-

ety here. If Microsoft thinks JAVA  

is that bad, why bother with it? 

JAVA, by the way, is a develop-

ment language that has become a 

standard of sorts for Internet programming. It 

may be no coincidence that JAVA is the lan-

guage embraced by Netscapeôs rival browser. 

 

Itôs their business how they run their compa-

nies; the unfortunate thing is that the battle 

for browser domination is being fought on 

our computers at the expense of our time and 

productivity. We thought it was a bad omen 

when we started Office 97ôs Outlook and the 

first thing it did was dial out to connect to the 

Webðon its own! 

 

Now there may very well be a time when we 

want our schedulers to autoconnect to the 

Internet, but let us decide when that time 

comes. Believe it when we tell you that we 

were unable to get Outlook to stop dialing 

out. When our tolerance was finally maxed 

out, we uninstalled Outlook and havenôt used 

it since. 

 

Thereôs also Netscape Navigatorôs curious 

feature of installing itself as Windows default 

Web browser every time you use it, often 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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greater Cleveland area. We phoned in our

(Continued from Page 1) 

... For $339? 

ñWe thought it 

was a bad omen 

when we started 

Office 97ôs Out-

look and the first 

thing it did was 

dial out  to con-

nect to the Webð

on its own!ò 

Windows 95ôs design was touted as being 

the result of extensive usability testing 

whose purpose was to make system and 

program operation easier and more intui-

tive. So why the remolding of Windows 98 

into a Web centric interface? 

 

Some speculate that the reason is Micro-

softôs desire to crush Web browser com-

petitor Netscape by integrating the Web 

browser into the Windows interface and 

obviating any need for a separate browser. 

To followers of software development, the 

scenario is a familiar one. 

 

Microsoft says that Web browser integra-

tion is simply an evolutionary step in Win-

dows development, citing past improve-

ments such as the graphics interface (via 

Apple), disk compression (via Stacker) and 

type fonts (via Adobe) to mention a few 

that we know of. 

Just what path is Microsoftôs next evolu-

Taking Us Where We Donèt Want To Go 
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How many versions of Windows are there 

out there? In any law office you might find  

Windows 3.1, Windows for Workgroups 

3.11, Windows 95 or Windows NT. Soon 

thereôll be Windows 98 (to be released later 

this year) and a new version of Windows NT. 

Which version should you choose for your 

law office? 

 

With respect to Windows 3.1 and 

Windows for Workgroups 3.11, 

note that Microsoft discontinued 

selling and supporting them last 

December. Therefore, if youôre 

able to purchase either of these 

two products off the shelf, con-

sider them dated goods.  

 

Be aware of the minimum hard-

ware requirements for each ver-

sion of Windows. You may find 

that the choice is easy because 

your computer hardware makes 

one version more suitable than 

another. 

 

Windows 3.1 - 386SX computer 

with 8 Meg of internal memory and floppy 

drive. 

 

Windows for Workgroups 3.11 - 386SX 

computer with 8 Meg of internal memory 

and floppy drive. 

 

Windows 95 - 486 computer with 16 Meg of 

internal memory and CD-ROM drive. 

 

Windows 98 - Pentium computer with 32 

Meg of internal memory and CD-ROM 

drive. 

 

Windows NT - Pentium computer with 32 

Meg of internal memory and CD-ROM 

drive. 

 

Microsoft publishes a slightly different set 

of minimum hardware requirements. The 

difference is our set assumes youôre going to 

use the computer to do typical law office 

work. In other words, if youôre working with 

lengthy briefs or using modern legal soft-

ware, Microsoftôs minimum requirements 

may not suffice. 

 

We think a law officeôs best bet at the 

present time is Windows 95, unless youôre 

setting up a client/server network or your 

hardware wonôt support it. Windows NT 

runs a close second, but lacks an automated 

upgrade process. It also has compatibility 

problems with some hardware and software 

including notebook computers. 

Puritas Springs Software 

answer. If if takes longer than 24 hours, 

the answer.com people will contact you 

for permission to continue researching. 
 

 

www.microsoft.com/office  
freestuff/dlpages/sr1off97.htm  
 

This site contains Microsoftôs recently re-

leased Office Service Release that cures 

problems users have thus far reported. 

Naturally, the fixes are free for the 

downloading. Note that if you already 

downloaded a patch before 8/16/97, youôll 

need to patch the patch. In that case, you 

can find the fix to fix the fix at 

www.microsoft.com/ 
officefreestuff/office/dlpages 
sr1offup.htm. 
 
 

www.microsoft.com/office  
freestuff/excel/dlpages/  
xl8p1.htm  
 

Same as above only this site contains fixes 

that correct certain mathematical errors in 

(Continued from Page 1) 

... Web To Work ñYou may find 

that the choice (of 

Windows version) 

is easy because 

your computer 

hardware makes 

one version more 

suitable than an-

other.ò 

Looking Through Windows 

Lawyer: A man who helps you get 

whatôs coming to him. 

 

Jury : A group of twelve men selected to 

decide who has the better lawyer. 

Legal Definitions 
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ñchampò at 5 a.m. 

It was about a week later when the first call 

came in aboutðTheodore T. Justice. There 

hadnôt been silence like that in the lab since 

Ernieôs CD player died. What happened? We 

went to the disk maker and took a look at the 

code. We decided that when the program was 

tested, someone typed ñTheodore T. Justiceò 

into the judgeôs name field of the DEFAULT 

fileôs General Information Worksheet. As soon 

as that happened, the judgeôs name immedi-

ately followed Ernieôs rule and 

transferred to the all the blank 

forms. Conversely, because the 

forms were then ñcompletedò, they 

refused to accept any further trans-

fer of the judgeôs name from the 

General Information Worksheet. 

 

Our fix was to have someone go 

through the dozen or so forms 

where the judgeôs name occurs and 

erase it. Resave the DEFAULT file 

and itôs a done deal. When the user 

puts the judgeôs name on the work-

sheet, it automatically tranfers to all 

the forms. If it needs to be changed 

on a form, it can be retyped on that 

form alone. Nothing could be sim-

pler. 

 

It didnôt faze us a bit when someone called a 

month later  aboutð Theodore T. Justice. 

ñThey probably have an old disk,ò Ernie said, 

thinking the problem had already been fixed. 

You could imagine our surprise (and subse-

quent cursing) when we checked the serial 

number, and it was a new disk. 

 

Ernie became thoughtfulð you could tell be-

cause he was doing that thing where he chews 

the skin around his fingernails. ñRepeat the 

purge,ò he muttered. Back to the lab we went. 

We reloaded the DEFAULT file, removed the 

judgeôs name from form whatever. Once bit-

ten, twice shy, we checked the other forms and 

saved the file. 

 

Ernie nearly choked when someone called up 

technical support about six months later with a 

reported sighting of, guess who? Judge Theo-

dore T. Justice. We could tell the Judge Justice 

thing was getting to Ernie. He claimed to have 

The Case of the Inscrutible  
Theodore T. Justice  
 

Basic Ohio Probate Form owners: Does the 

name ñTheodore T. Justiceò ring a bell? 

How does the name ñTheodore T. Justiceò 

appear, as if from nowhere, under the 

judgeôs signature line on certain forms? This 

is the story of how it got there. Why it stays 

there, and maybe even how to get rid of it. 

 

It all started on a night like any other night. 

We were combing through user suggestions, 

and we had hit on a streak of lame ones. We 

were getting quite a laugh. It could have 

been the 8 or 9 cups of coffee, but at the 

time we thought they were a scream. 

 

In the midst of our laughter, with no segue 

whatsoever, we came on the following sug-

gestion: ñItôs okay that the judgeôs name 

transfers everywhere automatically from the 

general worksheet, but sometimes Iôd like to 

change the name on the forms themselves.ò 

 

That was it. Twenty-five words or less.  We 

were working on the then-to-be-released 

WBOPF Version 3, so the timing couldnôt 

have been better. Ernie, our team leader, 

broke the silence by announcing, ñWeôll 

have the judgeôs name transfer as always, 

BUT weôll let the user change the name if 

they want.ò So far so good.  

 

He continued: ñThe rule is simple. If the 

judgeôs name is empty on a form, a judgeôs 

name entered on the worksheet will be trans-

ferred to any form that is blank. Conversely, 

if the judgeôs name already appears on the 

form no transfer takes place.ò 

 

It sounded pretty good. Especially his use of 

the word ñconverselyò. We love it when he 

talks intelligently to us. Ernieôs rule almost 

made sense then, and it still does. After de-

voting an entire night to making it happen, 

by 5 a.m. we were pretty pleased.  

 

ñI tested it and it works like a champ,ò Ernie 

announced triumphantly. We should have 

known right then and there. An obvious pro-

gramming violation. Never use the word 

Puritas Springs Software 

ñIt sounded pretty 

good. Especially 

his use of the 

word 

óconverselyô. We 

love it when he 

talks intelligently 

to us. Ernieôs rule 

almost made 

sense then, and it 

still does. 

Digital 
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quit smoking, but every once in a while you 

could see wisps of smoke in his office. We 

all knew it was to time to ñRepeat the 

purge.ò 

 

Well, itôs been about 10 months and we 

havenôt had a Theodore T. Justice sighting 

in a while. In the interim, you can bet weôve 

tried to obliterate Judge Justice from that 

DEFAULT file enough times to make us 

believe in poltergeists. The lesson 

of this inkling, and there is one, is 

if you want to expunge Judge Jus-

tice, follow these steps: 

 
1 File|Open the DEFAULT file. 

2 Delete the judgeôs name 
if there is one from the General 
Information Worksheet. 

3 Display every other form in the 
entire probate set that has the 
judgeôs name and delete it. This 
involves displaying and changing 
about a dozen or more forms. Re-
member to use the Close Active 
Window command periodically so 
you donôt layer too many forms on 
your screen and run out of memory. 

4 Save the DEFAULT file by press-
ing on the Save button. 

5   Now that youôve got the DEFAULT file the 
way you want it, get the heck out of the file 
as fast as possible. You can do that and test 
your work at the same time by clicking on the 
File menuôs New command. 

The desired final result is that Judge Justice 

is gone forever. When you enter a judgeôs 

name on the General Information Work-

sheet, it automatically transfers to all the 

probate forms. Better still, if you need to 

change the judgeôs name on any particular 

form, you can do it easily by retyping it 

right on that form. 

 

So ends, we hope, the tale of the Inscrutible 

Theodore T. Justice. 

 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

  Judge Theodore T. Justice 

(Continued from Page 4) 

ñWe canôt say 

enough good 

things about Web 

access, but letôs 

not devote 90% of 

the operating sys-

tem to 10% of 

what we do! ò 

replacing Microsoftôs Internet Explorer in 

the process. Of course, Internet Explorer 

does the same thing. When you run it, it 

replaces the default browser, usually Navi-

gator. 

 

We canôt say enough good things about the 

Web, but letôs not devote 90% of the oper-

ating system to 10% of what we do! Law 

offices spend most of their time generating 

documents. Letters, briefs, wills, deeds, 

contracts, forms of all sortsðyou name it. 

Itôs called word processing. Most other 

types of offices arenôt much different. 

Internet access should be garnishment, not 

the meal itself. 

 

There are already excellent word proces-

sors in existence. Both Word for Windows 

and WordPerfect have 10 to 15 years of 

evolution behind them. File and printer 

sharing works just fine in Windows 95ôs 

Network Neighborhood. Why is Internet 

access suddenly so fundamental to Win-

dows 98 that its removal, in the words of 

Bill Gates, ñbreaks applications, degrades 

other aspects of the operating system and 

leaves consumers worse off than before.ò?  

 

What does that mean? Either our word 

processors wonôt work without the Inter-

net, or our word processors will be dialing 

out for pizza every time we start them? 

Maybe Microsoftôs new version will auto-

matically send e-mail to your congressman 

complaining bitterly about the Department 

of Justiceôs suit against Microsoft. 

 

Call it healthy competition gone bad. Call 

it whatever. All you can do is choose not to 

buy products that appear to boast of inno-

vation for the sake of innovation and not 

because they do the job better. Good luck. 

(Continued from Page 2) 
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dropping our current price 

from $299.99 to $199.99! 
Donôt forget that you can try 

our demo of this program free 

by visiting our Web site, or for 

$6.00 via 

the order 

form on 

page 27. 

We simply couldnôt be satisfied with a good bankruptcy program in the midst of a 

dozen others. Our success has depended on two thingsðhaving the best program 

at the best price. With the advent of the new bankruptcy forms that become 

mandatory in March 1998, what better time to graduate to a new level? 

New & Improved Features Include: 

§ On-form data entry; no edit menusð

just start typing 

§ Improved, print-shop-perfect forms 

including March 1, 1998 changes 

§ Consolidated and integrated worksheets 

make data entry easier than ever before 

§ Complete petitions quickly and easily 

without getting the 3rd degree; no 

black boxes, no question and answer 

format 

§ More goof-proofing and help than ever 

beforeðif you do the wrong thing, 

WBank2 does the right thing 

§ Electronic creditorsô matrixðcreate 

creditor matrix on disk for jurisdictions 

requiring or accepting electronic 

matrices 

We included 

program 

changes we 

learned over 

the past few 

years and other innovations that 

significantly increase user-

friendliness and enhance the user 

experience in general. 

Having the best price means 
Be the best 

Be satisfied 

Puritas Springs Software 
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§ Automates the following forms: 

Form 1 - Voluntary Petition & Exhibit A 

Form 2 - Declaration Under Penalty Of Perjury 
Form 3 - Application and Order to Pay Filing Fee ... 

Form 4 - List of Creditors Holding 20 Largest Unsecured ... 

Form 5 - Involuntary Petition with continuation pages 

Form 6 - Summary of Schedules 

Form 6A - Real Property with continuation pages 

Form 6B - Personal Property with continuation pages 

Form 6C - Exempt Property with continuation pages 
Form 6D - Secured Creditorõs Claims + continuation pgs 

Form 6E - Unsecured Priority Creditors + continuation pgs 

Form 6F - Unsecured Nonpriority Creditors + continuation 

Form 6G - Executory Contracts & Unexpired Leases + cont 

Form 6H - Codebtors with continuation pages 

Form 6I - Current Income of Individual Debtors 

Form 6J - Current Expenditures (joint and/or separate) 

Schedule of Monthly Income & Expenses of Business Debtor 
Form 6 Cont - Declaration Concerning Debtorõs Schedules 

Form 7 - Statement of Financial Affairs (newly organized) 

Form 8 - Individual Debtorõs Statement of Intention 

Form 9A - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9B - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9C - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9D - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9E - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9E(Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9F(Alt) - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9G - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 
Form 9H - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 9I - Notice of Commencement of Case ... 

Form 10 - Proof of Claim 

Form 11A - General Power of Attorney 

Form 11B - Special Power of Attorney 

Form 12 - Order and Notice for Hearing On Disclosure Statement 

Form 13 - Order Approving Disclosure Statement and ... 

Form 14 - Ballot for Accepting or Rejecting Plan 
Form 15 - Order Confirming Plan 

Form 17 - Notice of Appeal 

Form 18 - Discharge of Debtor 

Form 19 - Certification and Signature of Non-Attorney 

Form 20A - Notice of Motion or Objection 

Form 20B - Notice of Objection to Claim 
 

§ Speed buttons provide one-click functionality for 

saving or loading files, printing a particular sched-

ule or form, and more 

§ Dynamic, help balloons pop-up to give you instant 

help on button or other mouse functions 

§ Complete reorganization of the bankruptcy infor-

mation into fewer centralized, integrated, easy-to-

use worksheets 

We know weôve said it before, but we canôt emphasize enough that program changes and enhancements 

occur as a result of feedback from our users. Thatôs how our Basic Ohio Probate Forms and Ohio Estate 

Tax for Windows programs became Ohioôs Number One Probate Software. Consequently, when we 

completed the new probate combo last April, we couldnôt wait to turn our attention to a complete re-

vamping of our Official Bankruptcy Forms for Windows. 

Our own technical support lines provided the greatest source of information. By taking calls from users, 

we get direct access to issues about what users like and what they donôt like. It may be self-serving, but 

we take great interest in these calls. By making our programs easier to use and by trying to trap user er-

rors, thereôs a dual benefitðyou donôt need technical support AND thereôs one less tech support call to 

answer. Our 11-year track record helps. 

Thatôs our pledgeðprograms that are easy to use at a reasonable cost. 

Puritas Springs Software 
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United States Estate Tax Return 
At Puritas Springs Software every new program builds on prior programs and pushes the technological 

envelope by incorporating features that are commonly found in state-of-the-art Windows programs. We 

listen carefully to technical support calls and pinpoint areas where beginners have problems in order to 

make newer programs easier to learn. 

As a result, our new United States Estate Tax Return (W706) program is the culmination of everything 

weôve learned since 1985. As usual, weôre offering W706 at a price you canôt refuse. Even if you donôt do 

federal estate tax returns regularly, youôll find that using this program once will more than pay you back 

in terms of time saved, organization and professional-looking results. 

 
. Forms that scale themselves automatically on your screen  so that the entire width of a form 
will fit perfectly without annoying horizontal scrolling; of course, weôve made it so that you can also 
change the form scaling to whatever you like. 

. Like our new probate and estate tax programs, weôve done away with Edit menus. Now you sim-

ply point to a portion of the form and fill it out . Itôs that simple; itôs that direct. 

. Color coded screens  tell you immediately whether text is part of the form, something you entered, 
or a calculation result. You can also override certain entries in cases where you must change the 
way an answer is calculated. 

. Help files contain a complete, hyper -linked copy of the Form 706 instructions  in addition to the 
regular Help files that have been compiled to include all the regular information with more topics, 

more explanations and more illustrations . 

. Print -shop -perfect forms  that are ready for signing and filing using any printer. 

. Exploding input boxes  so that users with lower resolution screens are able to clearly see their 
entries even at low scalings. 

. New file maintenance commands  for deleting files, copying client files to floppy disk, and retriev-
ing client files from floppy disks. 

. Worksheets for entering next of kin and beneficiaries, and assets and debts. Each worksheet al-
lows you to enter information in a number of ways, and you can delete, insert, append and sort 

your entries  in any manner you like. Editable grids, dynamic edit boxes, and more. 
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Form 706 U.S. Estate Tax Return - pages 1-3 Schedule L Net Losses During Administration 

Schedule A Real Estate Schedule M Bequests, etc., to Surviving Spouse 

Schedule A-1 Section 2032A Valuation - 4 pages Schedule O Charitable, Public and Similar Gifts 

Schedule B Stocks and Bonds Schedule P Credit for Foreign Death Taxes 

Schedule C Mortgages, Notes, and Cash Schedule Q Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

Schedule D Insurance on the Decedentôs Life Schedule R Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax - 3 pgs 

Schedule E Jointly Owned Property Schedule R-1 Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax 

Schedule F Other Miscellaneous Property Schedule S Increased Tax on Excess Retirement 

Schedule G Transfers During Decedentôs Life Continuation  Unlimited for all appropriate schedules 

Schedule H Powers of Appointment Worksheet TG Taxable Gifts Reconciliation 

Schedule I Annuities Line 9 Worksheet Gift Tax on Gifts Made After 1976 

Schedule J Funeral and Administrative Expenses Table B Wrksht Federal Adjusted Taxable Estate 

Schedule K Debts of the Decedent, Mortgages, Liens Sch Q Wrksht Credit for Tax on Prior Transfers 

 

 

U.S. Gift Tax Return 
Form 709 

Puritas Springs Software 

 

Ý Same easy-to-use look and feel as our Probate Combo and U.S. Estate Tax Form 

706   programs. 

Ý Print-shop-perfect  forms identical to the IRS published Form 709 set, and ready 

for filing. 

Ý Complete IRS printed instructions are included as a searchable, indexed and 

linked Windows help file. 

Ý Only $39.99. 

Comprehensive List of Included Forms and Schedules 
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A Probate Processor 
Like using a word processor, WBOPF makes 

preparation of probate forms more organized and 

infinitely easier to change or correct. WBOPF 

automates the preparation of all the Standard Pro-

bate Forms from Form 1.0ðSurviving Spouse, 

Next of Kin, Legatees and Devisees through 

Form 13.7ðWaiver of Notice of Hearing on 

Account.  
 

 

Print-Shop-Perfect Probate Forms 
Every form is fully formatted, picture perfect and 

ready to file. Strict compliance with the printing 

specification set forth in Rules 16 and 17 of the 

Supreme Court Rules for Superintendence for 

When we released Probate Combo for Windows 

(WBOPF) in 1995, we set new standards for soft-

ware excellence. At that time, about the best 

ñsoftwareò available consisted of disks full of 

dumb probate forms templates. Forms had no in-

telligence and worse still, they didn't even handle 

the accounting part of a probate! It was hardly 

any better than making templates using your own 

word processor. 

 

Law offices needed intelligently integrated 

probate forms. If you enter a decedent's name, 

address and date of death once, why reenter it on 

multiple other probate forms? Ditto for assets and 

debts. If you enter a lengthy real estate legal de-

scription once, why retype it on the Inventory, 

then on the Certificate of Transfer, and later again 

on the Final Account? 

 

A probate program must handle financial in-

formation . Once you enter a real estate value, for 

example, the value ought to appear automatically 

on the Inventory (under the appropriate category, 

of course); it should also appear automatically on 

the Final Account (under the appropriate cate-

gory, of course); the value should also appear on 

any of a dozen other probate forms that require 

this informationðautomatically. 

 

 

Basic Ohio Probate Forms 

Puritas Springs Software 



 

11 

Courts of Common Pleas assures a professional 

looking form that is ready for filing in probate 

court. 

 

Compatibility With Ohio 
Estate Tax and U.S. Estate Tax  
for Windows 
 

One of WBOPFôs most popular features is its 

compatibility with our Ohio Estate Tax for 

Windows (WOET ) software. WBOPF can cre-

ate a nearly complete WOET file that you need 

only check over and then print. This, in itself, 

saves hours of time and reduces errors that may 

occur in the preparation of the Ohio Estate Tax 

form. The process is extremely easy. Simply 

mark an asset or debt to direct it to a particular 

schedule of the Ohio Estate Tax form. Then se-

lect ñCreate Estate Tax Fileò from the WBOPF 

menu. One click and itôs done! WBOPF creates 

a complete WOET file that you can load into 

WOET and print, ready to file. 

 

We went one step further with our new U.S. Es-

tate Tax for Windows. With it, you can import a 

file from the Ohio Estate Tax program and 

avoid any retyping to complete the federal re-

turn! 

 

Make sure you stay tuned for our upcoming re-

lease of Form 1041 estate and trust income tax 

return. 

Hereôs a partial checklist of some of our recent 

innovations: 

 
W If there are 10 kin, in 10 different states, and each needs a 

particular notice, you can have WBOPF3 prepare all ten 
different copies in one step. 

 

W WBOPF's form limitations were relatively generous, but our 
new WBOPF3  removes all limitations with respect to many 
necessary forms, i.e., Form 2.2 - Notice of Probate of Will, 
Form 6.1 - Schedule of Assets, Form 6.3 - Notice of Hearing 
on Inventory, Form 10.A - Notice to Distributee, Form 12.1 - 
Certificate of Transfer, Form 13.1 - Receipts and Disburse-
ments, and Form 13.5 - Notice of Hearing on Account. Youôll 
get unlimited copies of these forms. 

 

W We made provisions for co-fiduciaries. 
 

W The ability to insert, move, sort and delete individual assets or 
debts in their respective worksheets. 

 

W No edit menus. Not that the edit menus of earlier versions 
were hard to use, but in WBOPF3 if you want to change a 
particular field on a form, just click on it or <TAB> to it like you 
do in any Windows program. Pressing <ENTER> will auto-
matically move you from field to field on a probate form. This 
streamlines the data entry process. 

 

W An enhanced ability to transfer information to the Ohio Estate 
Tax program with no limitations as to the number of continua-
tion pages any schedule may require. 

 

W We increased the content of our help files 500%. We added 
more explanations, more troubleshooting, more graphics, 
more of everything. 

 

W While we were at it, we dumped any limitation about spacing 
down to a new line in text descriptions. Now there are no limi-
tations as to carriage returns or blank lines in asset and debt 
descriptions. 

 

The list goes on, but if you've used Version 1 or 2, 

you get the idea, and you can quickly appreciate 

the utility of these revisions. 
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V No edit menu. No input dialogs.  Simple, 
one step data entry. If you want to change a 
particular field on a form, just click on it, or 
TAB to it like you do in any Windows pro-
gram. Pressing ENTER will automatically 
move you from field to field on a probate 
form. This streamlines the data entry proc-
ess. 

 
V A  centralized work area for assets and 

expenses . The same asset can be sent to 
multiple schedules, handy for completing 
Schedule Môs. 

 
V Increased content in our help files . More 

explanations, more troubleshooting, more 
graphics, more of everything. 

 
V Communicates with WBOPF3 so that Estate 

Tax returns complete themselves automati-
cally based on information you enter in the 
probate program. 

 
V Allows quick and easy changes; updates all 

supporting forms and schedules instantane-
ously. 

 
V Has Windows clipboard copy, cut and paste 

capability for interaction with other programs 
or word processors like WordPerfect  or 
Word for Windows. 

 
V Uses Windows multiple document interface 

so you can see multiple schedules and 
forms at the same time for comparison or 

What would our new probate program be without 

its companion Ohio Estate Tax? WOET3 has all 

of the new look and feel of WBOPF3. We added 

forms and features, and increased user friendli-

ness. 

 
V Although our forms already had a print shop 

quality  look, we added all the rules and shad-
ing of the forms as printed and published by 
the Ohio Department of Taxation. As always, 
the forms are approved by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Taxation. 

 
V The original versionôs three continuation 

schedules were really handy, but you wanted 
unlimited continuation pages for all the 
schedules . Thatôs what WOET3 implements. 
It can generate an unlimited number of con-
tinuation pages for the following forms: Sched-
ule A, Schedule B, Schedule C, Schedule D, 
Schedule E - Part I, Schedule E - Part II, 
Schedule F, Schedule G, Schedule H, Sched-
ule I, Schedule J, Schedule K, Schedule M - 
Part I, and Schedule M - Part II. 

 
V Did we mention that WOET3 can prepare an 

unlimited number of Form 14 Tax Re-
leases ? 

 
V How about adding the following forms: 
 

Form 12 - Application for Consent to Transfer 
Form 14 - Tax Releases (multiple and unlimited) 
Form 22 - Certificate of Estate Tax Payment, etc. 
Form 24 - Application for Extension of Time to 
File 

Puritas Springs Software 
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House Bill 352, which became effective January 1, 1998, changed the child support worksheets 
partly in order to comply with certain federal guidelines dealing with the language of the 
worksheets themselves. However, our new release of Revised Ohio Child Support Guidelines 
for Windows (WROCSG)  is much more than a minor revision to comply with current law. In 
making our changes, we applied the principle that has worked so well for us over the yearsñ
that is, if the new program doesnõt incorporate the best and newest programming techniques 
and isnõt easier to use, it isnõt worth the trouble. Our motto for this program is òZero Learning 

Curve.ó 
 
We brought all our expertise to bear in this new version and were able to make it more power-
ful, yet smaller in size than its predecessor. One particular area we focused on was the statutory 
guidelines for the treatment of shared parenting plans. Where earlier versions of the Ohio Re-
vised Code were silent on the treatment of shared parenting versus sole residential orders, 
newer versions of ORC §3113.215 contain more specific standards within which shared parent-
ing plans may be dealt with via the child support worksheet (HB 352, 1/1/98; HB 408, 
10/1/97).  
 
Aside from making WROCSG easier to use, we also focused on making the shared parenting 

aspects of the worksheets as logical 
and straightforward as possible . 
We think we accomplished our goal 
by incorporating a 1 -2-3, push-
button clarity.  The number of other 
changes and improvements is sub-
stantial. See our catalog for addi-
tional features and information.  
 
§ Complete, context-senstive help with 

statutory citations. 

§ Accommodates percentage rate or 
flat fee processing charges 
(poundage).  

§ Implementation of the old alternate 
low income tables for calculation of 
pre-1994 orders. 


