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Pur i t as  Sp r i ngs  So f twa re  

In The Beginningé 

 

Puritas Springs Software 

began developing software in 

1986. At that time the com-

pany was comprised of one 

attorney/programmer creat-

ing income tax software for 

the then-popular Radio 

Shack brand of computers. In 

the intervening years, two 

factors caused a shift away 

from income tax program-

ming toward programs de-

signed for small- and me-

dium-size law offices. 

 

First, the field of popular 

computer hardware narrowed 

to essentially twoðIBM-

compatible and Appleðthat 

did not include Radio 

Shackôs Tandy brand. Sec-

ond, the area of income tax 

programming became domi-

nated by mega-companies,   

i.e., Intuit, that produced 

form packages and associ-

ated materials that were be-

yond the scope of what small 

company resources could 

muster. 

 

The transition to legal pro-

gramming began in earnest 

several years after the enact-

ment of the Ohio child sup-

port guidelines in October 

1987. At the time there were 

one or two computer pro-

grams available to law of-

fices, but they seemed to 

lack the programming fi-

nesse to which users had by 

then grown accustomed. An-

other important factor was 

that cost did not seem com-

mensurate to the work in-

volved in creating a program 

or the sophistication of the 

product itself. 

 

Therein lies the formula for 

Puritas Springsô successð

creating better programs that 

cost users less. The business 

model was based on the 

maxim that it is as good or 

better to sell 5 programs for 

$100 than to sell 1 for $500. 

Law offices returned the 

favor by making the initial 

(Continued on page 2) 
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ENLISTING  

 
You support us as a company 
and help yourself as a user if 
you make sure that you are on 
our email list. You can add 
your email address to our list 
any time at your convenience 
by visiting our web site 
(www.puritas-springs.com) 
and using the òJoining our 
mailing listó input box at the 
bottom of our Home page. 
Once youõre on our mailing 
list, make sure that you clear 
our site with your spam 
blocker. All of our email 
comes from the address: 
email@puritas-springs.com. 
Email advertising got a bad 
rap because of spammers, but 
actually itõs an economical and 
environmentally friendly way 
to contact customers. In 2004 
we sent less than a dozen 
emails, and we do not make 
our email list available to any 
other companies or busi-
nesses. The benefits: 
 

¶ Special discounts and deals 
are available via our email-
only sales, 

¶ Subscribers get advance 
notice of updates and new 
releases. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E 

Files & Drives 1-3 

Digital Inklings 4-5 

Family Law Docs 6-7 

Spousal Support 8-9 

Child Support 10 

Deeds & Documents 11 

Bankruptcy Forms 12-13 

U.S. Estate Tax (706) 14-15 

U.S. Gift Tax  (709) 15 

Ohio Probate Forms 16-17 

Ohio Estate Tax 18 

Fiduciary Tax (1041) 19 

Ohio Fiduciary Tax 19 

Guardianship Forms 20 

Adoption of Minors 21 

Wrongful Death & Minors 22 

Workerõs Compensation 23 

Law Office Management 24-25 

Living Trust & Estates 26 

HUD Forms 27 

Web Sites 28 

Product Upgrade Notices 29 

The ? Page & Inbox 30-31 

Technical Support 32-33 

Hints & Trivia 34 

Order Form 35 

L A W O F F I C E  CO M P U T I N G  

The mouse being the most ubiqui-
tous of computer hardware, it was 

hard for us to believe that this func-
tionality had escaped our notice. We 
had to try it ourselves to believe it. 
That makes this tip a true hidden 

treasure. Itõs a very useful and very 
simple trick for zooming in and out 
of documents in your word proces-

sor. Hold the b  key down while 
you roll your mouse wheel. To zoom 
in roll the scroll wheel forward; to 
zoom out roll the scroll wheel back-

ward. Weõve found that it works in a 
few other programs as well, like 
Internet Explorer.  

Zoom 

Zoom 

Zoom 
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support worksheet are lack-

ing a well-defined formula 

for computation. 

 

Is It Getting the Right An-

swer? 

 

Never lose sight of the fact 

that the child support pro-

gram is a tool for completing 

the worksheets.  The garbage 

in, garbage out principle 

applies, and in many re-

spects, blaming the child 

support program for getting 

the wrong answer is like 

blaming the hammer for not 

hitting the nail on the head. 

 

From the outset, the child 

support program was de-

signed with the inherent am-

biguity of the statutory 

guidelines in mind. By that, 

it is meant that every line on 

the worksheet where reason-

able minds can make differ-

ent calculations can be over-

ridden, meaning you can 

supercede the programôs 

recommended entry with 

your own. This capability 

has been present since the 

first version, and can be use-

ful in the context of the child 

care credit. 

 

Two issues typically arise 

in connection with the child 

care credit. First is whether 

the Ohio child care credit 

should be included in the 

calculation; second is 

whether the legislators con-

templated that the Courts 

would do a complete tax 

workup to determine the 

federal credit. This second 

issue has increased impor-

tance for low income fami-

lies as will be explained be-

low. 

 

Including the Ohio Credit? 

child support program a huge 

success and further sup-

ported Puritas Springs by 

purchasing other programs 

without hesitation based on 

their prior favorable experi-

ences. 

 

Fast Forward 

 

More than a decade later, the 

Puritas Springs catalog of 

programs has expanded to 

include more than 20 pro-

grams, but the flagship pro-

gram is still the child support 

program. And while the cata-

log has expanded, Puritas 

Springs itself has not. It is 

still a tiny, family-owned and 

operated company where real 

people answer the phone 

AND answer your software 

questions without putting 

you on hold. 

 

During that period of time, 

the child support program 

went from unknown to 

league leader being used by 

more than 100 County 

Courts and Government 

Agencies. Included in the 

round-up are Domestic Rela-

tions Courts, Juvenile 

Courts, Probate Courts, 

Child Support Enforcement 

Agencies, Department of 

Human Services, Department 

of Job & Family Services, 

Prosecutorôs Offices, Appel-

late Courts, Law Libraries 

and Universities throughout 

Ohio. 

 

Whenever a software prod-

uct begins to dominate a 

particular area, detractors 

are inevitable. The child 

support program is no excep-

tion and itôs especially easy 

to criticize because certain 

aspects of the statutory child 

(Continued from page 1) 

A FOUL  WIND   

Page 2 Volume 2005,  Issue 1 

This handy tip can be used to make 

your own customized menu in Mi-
crosoftõs Word  that contains a list 
of the documents you recently 
worked on. If youõre thinking that 

the Files menu already has that 

information, youõre right. The 

Work menu differs in two respects: 

1) it is its own separate menu, and 

2) it only includes files that you 
elect to put on the list. We think this 
second point is the more important 
of the two because it keeps the list 

from getting cluttered with files you 

may have opened and closed for 
reference, and would prefer they 

werenõt included on the list. The 

new Work menu has a command 

called Add to work menu that 

lets you add only selected files to 
the list. Another feature of the 

Work menu list is that you can 

delete any file that you donõt want 
on the list. Do so by pressing 
ba -   and click on the item 

you wish to remove from the menu. 

My 

Work  

Menu 

Everyone ought to know by now that 
you should never respond to spam 

and this includes using the unsub-
scribe feature. If you use Microsoft 
Outlook, you may be making mat-
ters worse by unknowingly replying 

to unwanted emails. Hereõs how. 
Outlook can be set to always re-
spond to incoming requests for 
òread receipts.ó To check your 

Outlook settings do this.  Click on 

the Tools menu, then select Op-

tions from the drop down list.  

When the Options dialog appears, 

go to the Preferences tab and 

click on the Email Options but-

ton.  When the Email Options 

dialog appears, click on the Track-

ing Options button. In the 

Tracking Options dialog youõll 
see a set of radio buttons on the 

bottom half of the dialog in a sec-
tion labeled: 
 

Use this option to decide how 
to respond to requests for 
read receipts 
 

Make sure the òNever send a re-
sponseó option is selected. Now 
Outlook wonõt be validating your 
address to spammers without you 

knowing it.  Weõve found this option 
on version of Outlook 2000 and 
Outlook 2003. Itõs worth checking. 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTE: Mail that you get 
from Puritas Springs is not consid-
ered spam because our list is com-

prised only of addresses of persons 
who purchased a product from us or 
voluntarily and knowingly sub-
scribed on our web site.  We neither 

buy email addresses from other 
sources, nor do we farm email ad-
dresses from the Internet. Our bulk 

email carrier is Constant Contact and 
subscription and privacy policies are 
strictly regulated. Finally, while you 
should never unsubscribe to spam 

because itõs a deceptive address 
verification method, you can safely 
unsubscribe to the Puritas Springs 
list because Constant Contact main-

tains an authentic and trademarked 
unsubscribe feature called 
òSafeUnsubscribe.ó In practice, 

because we are a legitimate bulk 
emailer, we have many more addi-

The 

Wrong 

Track 

 

Not long after, we completed 

the last issue of this newslet-

ter we had a conversation 

with the Honorable Judith A. 

King, Judge of the Domestic 

Relations Division of Mont-

gomery County, Ohio. In 

addition to being a judge in 

one of Ohioôs largest coun-

ties, Judge King also testified 

before the committee whose 

job it was to draft the guide-

lines themselves. Judge King 

made several points in favor 

of excluding the Ohio credit 

from the calculation: 

 

1. The Ohio credit was not in 

existence when the guide-

lines were initially enacted in 

October 1987; consequently, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Law Of f ice Comput ing Page 3 

BLOWS FROM  T HE  WEST 

Special 

Pasting  

Info  

child care creditð$520. 

 

It seemed pretty simple and 

straightforward until it was 

noted that taxpayers with 

lower incomes donôt owe 

any tax (due mainly to per-

sonal exemptions, the child 

tax credit, and the standard 

deduction) and therefore 

their child care credit is re-

duced to zero. 

 

Of course, to determine the 

extent to which this low in-

come limitation applies, it is 

necessary to complete a par-

entôs entire tax return. Judge 

King opined that the original 

statute never contemplated 

that Courts would be doing 

complete tax workups of the 

parties for the purpose of 

determining limitations on 

the child care credit. Further-

more, the statute contains the 

following parenthetical 

ñdeduct the tax credit from 

annual cost whether or not 

claimed.ò Although it can be 

argued as to what the IRS 

phrase actually means, it 

canôt be argued that in post-

decree cases where a party 

has remarried, you need to 

address the ñnewò spouseôs 

income in order to calculate 

a partyôs adjusted gross in-

come. Historically, a non-

party spouseôs income has 

been taboo (or at least a 

non-factor) when consider-

ing support issues. This 

seems to support Judge 

Kingôs position and one 

wonders how the complete-

tax-workup camp suggests 

doing the computation in 

this scenario. 

 

How does our program han-

dle this issue? Well, you can 

do it the old fashioned way 

and ignore low-income lim-

its; or (2) if you know for a 

fact that the limits will apply 

(because a partyôs income is 

obviously in the low-income 

category), you can manually 

set a limit on the credit using 

any of the available tax com-

putation packages (they are 

infinitely more capable at tax 

computation than financial 

planning software, they are 

easy to use, and cost about 

$50); or (3) you can purchase 

our MA_2004 support calcu-

lator that is capable of doing 

a complete workup of 

spousal support, child sup-

port, asset and debt distribu-

tion, tax analysis, and ex-

pense budgeting. You will be 

amazed at what this program 

can do. Download the free 

demo at our web site 

(www.puritas-springs.com). 

 

Other options include over-

riding this line based on your 

own personal computation or 

using something like Intuitôs 

comprehensive tax package 

(about $49) to make a more 

detailed tax analysis than any 

financial planning software 

is capable of doing. 

 

Copas v. Copas 

 

WROCSG was referred to in 

the Appellate Court case of 

Copas v. Copas, 2003 Ohio 

3473 (6/24/2003). In that 

case, the lower court used 

our program to deviate from 

the standard order based on 

the obligorôs percentage of 

time of possession. The case 

was appealed and reversed 

and remanded because the 

lower court record did not 

contain a factual basis for 

substantiating the deviation. 

In dicta the concurring opin-

ion contained the following 

three sentences:  

the legislators could not have 

contemplated including it in 

the calculation. 

 

2. The exact language of the 

guidelines (line 18) refers to 

the tax credit in a singular, 

not plural, context: ñdeduct tax 

credit from annual cost, whether or 

not claimed.ò 

 

3. The majority of Domestic 

Relations Courts in Ohio are 

not including the Ohio credit 

in the computation. 

 

There are a couple of coun-

terpoints to Judge Kingôs 

arguments, but as a result of 

her gracious and knowledge-

able input, we were per-

suaded to provide the means 

within the program to allow 

users to elect whether to in-

clude the Ohio credit de-

pending on their viewpoint 

as advocates or the jurisdic-

tion in which they practice. 

 

Low Income Limits 

 

When the child support 

guidelines were young, the 

handling of the child care 

credit seemed simpler. The 

IRS published (and still pub-

lishes) a table for computing 

the credit (See IRS Form 

2441). You plug the tax-

payerôs adjusted gross in-

come into the table and refer-

ence a percentage that is 

applied to child care ex-

penses to arrive at the credit. 

For example, if a parent has 

an adjusted gross income of 

$32,000 and incurs $2,000 of 

child care expenses, you 

locate $32,000 in the table 

and get a credit rate of 26%. 

You then take 26% of $2,000 

and you have the federal 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
The programôs ñshared parent-
ing dialogò acknowledges that it 
credits the amount of time spent 
with the obligor against the 
combined actual annual support 
obligation, rather than against 
just the obligorôs actual annual 
support obligation. It appears to 
me that such a calculator [sic] 
results in an ñover-creditò to the 
obligor as the appellant sug-
gests. Logically, the appellee 
should get a 40% reduction in 
her support obligation, not credit 
for 40% of the total combined 
child support obligation. 

 

The probable reason that the 

majority of judges did not 

agree, and the reason it is 

not mathematically logical 

to apply the percentage 

against the obligorôs obliga-

tion rather than the com-

bined obligation is set forth 

at length in the associated 

help topic. The argument is 

also set out in Volume 

2004, No. 1 of our newslet-

ter on page 4 and unfortu-

nately we donôt have room 

to reprint the whole history 

here again. There is another 

copy of the article at our 

web site on the News/
Features page as the 

ñDigital Inklingsò  topic.  

 

All this underscores the 

importance of recognizing 

that the child support pro-

gram is a tool. Almost any 

facet of its calculation can 

be modified or overridden 

in favor of the userôs 

method or jurisdictional 

idiosyncrasies. In 99% of 

the instances, the child sup-

port program is defaulted to 

take the ñmajorityò view, 

but never ignore the fact 

that the law is a coin with 

two sides. In summary, the 

most vocal critics of the 

child support program often 

have a motive in touting 

competitive programs that 

cost many times more. Ca-

veat emptor. 
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Avast, Me Hearties 

Free Anti-virus Software 

 

Weôre gonna start this is-

sueôs Digital Inklings off 

with a bit of bitchinô. Re-

member when you first 

bought a computer? It came 

with virus protection; you 

updated your virus defini-

tions periodically, and that 

was all that was required. In 

case you havenôt noticed, 

things have changed quite a 

lot. Now itôs not enough to 

simply update your virus 

definitions. Instead, you 

must ñsubscribe.ò In every 

case weôre familiar with, the 

anti-virus software vendor 

will insist on you buying the 

ñnewò version of the soft-

ware. In one recent in-

stance, the vendor offered 

two upgrade choicesð

essentially one that doesnôt 

protect you, and a more 

expensive one that does. 

Yeah, okay. Thanks for the 

choice! 

 

Letôs say that youôre a single 

attorney and you bought new 

computers every couple 

years, so youôve got a few 

dinosaurs at home and 

maybe even a little home 

network. In that case youôll 

find that the anti-virus soft-

ware is secured to the extent 

that you are unable to protect 

the other machines without 

buying more copies of the 

anti-virus software. If youôre 

a one-man show and your 

other computers are sitting 

passively on the network 

being used for storage or 

specific tasks, youôll find this 

copy protection scheme es-

pecially vexing. 

 

If this scenario describes 

you, you might be interested 

D IG ITAL  

in a company called Alwil 

Software that creates an anti

-virus product that is free 

for personal use. Their web 

site is www.avast.com and 

their software seems as good 

as any other. Prices for the 

professional version are 

about the same as other anti-

virus products with the ex-

ception that there are signifi-

cant discounts for multi-user 

and multi-year licenses. 

 

Now that firewall software is 

another of the necessary 

evils, you may recall us rec-

ommending Zone Alarm 

years ago because it was free 

for personal use and rated 

highly by the trade maga-

zines. Now Zone Alarm is 

one of the league leaders in 

that field, so pay attention to 

our recommendation of 

Avast. 

 

Who Called The Extermi-

nator? 

 

Five dead mice in two weeks 

time? Whatôs up with that? 

We made a reasonably regu-

lar practice of scraping the 

crud off the rollers and 

cleaning their balls (this is a 

serious subject, so get that 

smile off your face) and 

nothing brought them back 

to life. Granted, some of 

them were pretty old mice, 

but still. Ergo we have 

adopted the newer optical 

mouse and love not having to 

do the monthly maintenance. 

Heck, you donôt even need a 

mouse pad. The optical 

mouse can detect changes in 

movement on just about any 

surface. If there are any in-

herent problems with these 

mice, we havenôt experi-

enced any. Next time your 

mouse goes bad, try one. The 

price differential wasnôt sig-

nificant. At CDW 

(www.cdw.com) the Micro-

soft Basic Optical Mouse 

listed for $17.29 at the time 

of this writing. 

 

My Documents 

Coming Full Circle 

 

Microsoft introduced the 

concept of My Documents 
in Windows 95. At that time, 

many, including us here at 

Puritas Springs, approached 

My Documents with some 

reticence. It wasnôt just that 

we didnôt want to be told 

what to do, it also had to do 

with the fact that we had 

evolved our own system for 

storing data and there ap-

peared no good reason to 

change. 

 

Ten years later the preferred 

place for storage isðyou 

guessed itðthe My Docu-
ments folder. Why the 

change. Well, for one thing, 

Microsoft makes it real easy 

to get to the My Documents 
folder. It has its own entry on 

the Start menu of Windows 

2000 and Windows XP. In 

the standard Open dialog for 

Windows 2000 and Windows 

XP thereôs an icon to My 
Documents. From an ad-

ministrative or technical sup-

port standpoint, even the 

most computer illiterate us-

ers can usually find their way 

to the My Documents 
folder. That, in itself, is quite 

a persuasive argument for 

using it. 

 

There are quite a few other 

reasons for using My Docu-
ments and weôll spend the 

balance of this article ex-
(Continued on page 5) 

As you have no doubt already no-
ticed, Word will automatically con-
tinue bulleted lists when you press 

the e  key. The same is true 
when you type a numbered list. For 
example, you might start a to-do list 
by typing: 

 
1. File Miller Complaint 
 

When you press the e  key after 
typing the word complaint, youõll 
notice that Microsoftõs Word for 
Windows indents the line you just 

typed and automatically starts the 
next line with the number ò2.ó Half 
the time this is probably what you 
wanted to do and the automation 

can be considered a time-saver. At 
least in our experience it seems like 
half the time itõs NOT what we 

wanted to do. You may also want to 
avoid automated numbering in the 
event you want a single item in the 
list to contain more than one para-

graph. The way to start a new line 
without engaging the automation is 
to hold the j  key down while 

pressing the e  key. Note that 
the next time you press the e  
key the automatic numbering (or 
bulleting) will continue. A similar 

behavior can be employed in Micro-
softõs Excel by using the ae   
key combination to create a new 

paragraph in the same cell. 

Breaks 

Without  

Bullets 

Moving 

Paragraphs 

Can Be A 

Drag 

In Word for Windows, if you need to 
swap two paragraphs in the docu-

ment youõre working on, thereõs an 
alternative to highlighting the para-
graph and dragging it to a new 

location. Instead, you can hold the 
a and j  keys down and use 
the arrow keys to move the para-
graph up or down. With each press 

of the arrow keys, the paragraph will 
move up or down exactly one para-
graph. If you can remember to do it, 
itõs actually quite handy and easier 

than using the highlight and drag 
technique. 
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plaining them. To quote Dr. 

Nitin Paranjpe who writes 

the Tech Forum for Express 

Computer (Indiaôs No. 1 IT 

Business Weekly): 

 
Most users store files in an un-
planned manner. Users tend to 
create directories in an ad-hoc 
manner. Some users create 
directories with their names, 
others create directories for vari-
ous types of documents, some 
create folders for specific pro-
jects/assignments, and so on. 
This way, user-created files get 
scattered all across the hard 
disk, and could lead to lots of 
problems and disadvantages. 

 

The obvious advantage to 

storing your data in My 
Documents is that specific 

files are easier to find be-

cause all files are in one 

place (or at least in subfold-

ers of the same place). Of 

course having all our data in 

the same place makes back-

ing them up infinitely easier. 

In the future, if you get a 

new computer, you can sim-

ply copy the contents My 
Documents and insure that 

you wonôt forget any impor-

tant data on the old com-

puter. 

 

Those are all good reasons 

for using My Documents, 

but none are the reason we 

consider most important to 

small office and home net-

works. That reason is file 

sharing. When Windows XP 

standardized the NTFS file 

storage system, Program 
Files (where most programs 

store their data) became off 

limits to other computers on 

the network. Try it yourself. 

If youôre browsing a Win-

dows XP machine over the 

network, youôll find that the 

Program Files folder of the 

(Continued from page 4) remote machine is locked up 

tight. Administrators of cli-

ent/server networks might 

not experience this limita-

tion, but everyone else does. 

Although Microsoft did this 

as a security measure, the 

sideeffect is that the old de-

fault storage location for data 

is a bad choice for network-

ing. The solution is to store 

data in My Documents. 

 

Actually, youôll find that 

thereôs a special My Docu-
ments folder known as 

Shared Documents which 

is Microsoftôs designated 

location for sharing files on a 

network. On Windows XP 

machines, Shared Docu-
ments is really the Docu-
ments folder for All Users. 

More specifically it is: 

C:\Documents and Set-
tings\All Us-
ers\Documents. Every user 

on a Windows XP machine 

has a My Documents folder 

in their Documents and 
Settings subfolder. We can 

only speculate as to why 

Microsoft dropped the My 
for the All Users folder. 

Maybe itôs grammatical. The 

difference between My 
Documents and Shared 
Documents is important in 

Windows XP because My 
Documents is a private 

folder for a particular user 

whereas Shared Docu-
ments is intended for all 

users. 

 

Itôs handled differently in 

Windows 95, Windows 98, 

and Windows ME. To utilize 

Shared Docs in these oper-

ating systems it is necessary 

to run a Windows XP utility 

on the target machine that 

essentially creates a Shared 

I NKLINGS  

Documents folder inside 

the My Documents folder. 

You might legitimately ask 

why go to the trouble of set-

ting up a Shared Docs 
folder on old machines that 

donôt use the NTFS system. 

Consistency is one reason. 

The other is that the setup 

application creates a path 

variable that can be used 

consistently from one ma-

chine to the next. It is actu-

ally more helpful in Win-

dows XP, where you can use 

it as a shorthand form of the 

complete path. In other 

words, in the uniform nam-

ing convention (UNC) the 

complete path is: 

 

\\Computer Name\Shared 
Name\Documents and 
Settings\All Us-
ers\Documents 

 

In shorthand, itôs: 

 

\\Computer 
Name\SharedDocs 

 

There are a number of obvi-

ous reasons why a shortened 

pathlist is a good thing, but 

one is avoiding problems 

with programs that have 

limitations on the number of 

characters in the pathlist. 

Two instances come immedi-

ately to mind. The first is the 

Borland Database Engine. It 

has a 48 or thereabouts char-

acter limitation; also, the    

U.S. Bankruptcy Court web-

site for the Northern District 

of Ohio has a 40 character 

limitation that affects your 

ability to browse to the pdf 

copy of your petition or to 

the ASCII creditorôs matrix 

file. Weôve included a sepa-

rate article about Shared 

Docs and the BDE on page 

A few of us here at Puritas Springs 
keep a calculator handy for doing a 

quick computation when itõs not 
convenient or possible to start a 
software calculator. Did you know, 
however, that you can add a calcula-

tor to Wordõs toolbar or menu? 

Hereõs how. Go to the Customize 

command on the Toolbars sub-

menu of the View menu and 

choose the Commands tab. In 

the list of available categories, go to 

Tools, then select Tools Calcu-

late in the list of commands to the 

right and drag it to a toolbar or drop
-down menu. In order to add an 

intuitive icon, once you drag and 
drop the calculator command, right-

click on it and choose Change 

Button Image from the pop-up 

menu. Then choose the calculator 
icon. As far as we can tell, this 
works in the 2000 and XP versions 
of Word. Unfortunately, a calculator 

does not appear on your screen as 
you might expect. Instead you must 
highlight the numbers on your 

screen, press the calculator button 
(which becomes enabled only when 
the numeric text is highlighted) and 
upon pressing the button, the sum 

of the number appears on the status 
bar at the bottom of your screen. If 
you want to replace a formula with 
the calculated answer, press 

bV  after you have pressed the 
calculate button.  Note that the 
multiplication symbol for computers 

is the asterisk (*).  Itõs handy when 
youõre typing a document and you 
want to include the annual 
rent,knowing that the monthly rent 

is 525.65 per month. You could 
type: 525.65 * 12, highlight the 
text, press the calculate button, 

then bV . The formula would be 
replaced by the annual rental result. 
Is this calculator worth anything? 
The answer lies in the old adageñit 

is better to know it and not need it 
than to need it and not know it. 

Whereôs 

That 

Calculator ? 

Law Of f ice Comput ing Page 5 
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FAMILY  L AW 
PRACTIT IONER õS APPRENTICE  

Mrs. Jones, youôve got a 
lovely son, - er, daughter  
 
If youôve taken the first step 
towards automating your 
family law practice, you may 
have word processing docu-
ments that you use as tem-
plates to generate Separation 
Agreements or Judgment 
Entries. Thatôs better than 
having no templates, but it 
has several drawbacks. 
 
One drawback is that 
changes related to gender 
and number can be difficult to 
track. For instance, have you 
ever reviewed a document at 
court and noticed an embar-
rassing, typographical error, 
like referring to the husband 
as ñshe?ò Or making a refer-
ence to ñchildrenò when the 
parties have only one child? 
Over the years, proofreading 
these familiar documents 
becomes increasingly difficult 
as constant, repeated expo-
sure makes errors harder to 
spot. 
 
Another drawback relates to 
global variablesðthat is, 
information that remains con-
stant from one document to 
the next in the same case 
(for example, the case num-
ber, the partiesô names and 
addresses, and a host of 
other items). With FLPA , 
from the initial complaint to 
the final judgment entry, 
youôre never required to re-
enter information from one 
document to the next.   
 
FLPA handles these issues 
by having you make one-time 
selections as to the gender of 
the parties and then FLPA 
consistently changes all the 
nouns, pronouns, verbs and 
adjectives to agree with your 
selections. Other basic infor-
mation is handled the same 
way. Global variables are 
administered globally. 
In other words, once you 
enter the partiesô names and 

case number in the work-
sheet, the information popu-
lates all the forms and plead-
ings automatically. Format-
ting and typing captions will 
be a thing of the past. You 
enter repetitive information 
once! When itôs correct the 
first time, you save time . 
No more brainless grammati-
cal errors in an otherwise 
perfect document. 
 
Going Global  
 
The faster you can generate 
perfect documents, the more 
you save in case preparation 
time and staff time. Thatôs 
why we give you the added 
ability to (1) set global de-
faults via our DEFAULT.FLP 
file and (2) modify the pro-
gram templates to customize 
documents for your specific 
uses. So, if you have certain, 
personalized, provisions in a 
particular document, you 
could alter the corresponding 
document template to include 
your specific languageð
permanently. 
 
Speed Thrills  
 
The whole point of FLPA is 
to produce better docu-
ments faster. Itôs especially 
user-friendly to law offices. 
Why law offices? Because 
they are emergency rooms 
for the treatment of legal 
problemsðyouôre meeting 
deadlines, locating wit-
nesses, taking depositions, 
interviewing clients, and the 
list goes on. Typical law of-
fices do not have the luxury 
of lazy afternoons with noth-
ing to do. There is simply no 
time to work on improving 
computer skills. But while the 
typical law office computer 
user may be computer illiter-
ate, they are usually word 
processor wise! Why not? 
Documents are a law officeôs 
stock-in-trade.

Feature List  
 

X In addition to completing 

all the documents listed in 
the shaded box to the left, 
FLPA produces sets of 
blank worksheets that 
can be given to clients 
for completion .  

 

X FLPA is a trial prepara-

tion tool that can organize 
and print marital assets, 
marital debts, income 
information, living ex-
penses, and more. 

 

X FLPA works seamlessly 

with any Windows word 
processor capable of 
opening RTF files, includ-
ing Microsoftôs Word for 
Windows and Corelôs 
WordPerfect. 

 

X FLPA works in all 32-bit 

Windows systems and is 
available in network 

versions . 
 

X For more information 

and features, visit the 
product information page 
of our web site. 

Document Index 
 

2 Answer 

2 Arrearages, Agreed Motion to 

Correct 

2 Arrearages, Judgment Entry 

on Motion to Correct 
2 Bond, Judgment Entry - Order 

to Post 

2 Child Support, Motion to 

Modify 

2 Continuance, Judgment Entry 

on Motion for 

2 Continuance, Motion for 

2 Counterclaim 

2 Dissolution of Marriage, 

Judgment Entry on Petition 

for 

2 Dissolution of Marriage, 

Petition for 

2 Divorce, Complaint for 

2 Divorce, Judgment Entry on 

Complaint for 

2 General Information 

2 Health Insurance 

Investigation Form 

2 Motion for Specific Acts 

2 Parental Rights and 

Responsibilities, Motion to 

Modify Allocation of  
2 Pretrial Statement 

2 Relocate, Notice of Intent to 

2 Residential Parent, Affidavit of 

2 Restraining Order, Motion & 

Affidavit for Temporary 

2 Restraining Order, Temporary 

2 Separation Agreement 

2 Shared Parenting Agreement 

2 Show Cause, Motion to 

2 Standard Visitation Guidelines 

2 Support Pendente Lite, 

Answer to Motion for 

2 Support Pendente Lite, 

Financial Disclosure Affidavit 

2 Support Pendente Lite, 

Motion for, with Notice 

2 Temporary Custody, Motion 

for 

2 Withholding, Judgment Entry - 

Order to Terminate 

F R E E  D E M O  
A V A I L A B L E  

SE E  PA G E  3 5 

In Good Humor  

At New Yorkõs Kennedy Airport 
today, an individual later discovered 

to be a public school teacher was 
arrested trying to board a flight 
while in possession of a ruler, pro-
tractor, set square, and calculator. 

Attorney General John Ashcroft 
believes the man is a member of the 
notorious al-gebra movement. He is 

being charged with carrying weap-
ons of math instruction. Al-gebra 
members desire average solutions 
by means and extremes and some-

times go off on a tangent in search 
of absolute value. President Bush is 
quoted as saying, òRead my ellipse. 

Though they continue to multiply, 
their days are numbered and the 
hypotenuse will tighten around their 
necks.ó 
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GENERAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET  
  
 

Wife- 
Last Name:  First Name:  Initial:  
Address Line 1:  
Address Line 2:  
City:  County:  State:  Zip Code:  
Phone No.:  Drivers License No.:  
Date of Birth:  Social Security No:  
Number of Marriages:  
Has Wife been a Resident of Ohio for more than 6 months?  Ç Yes   Ç No 
Has Wife been a Resident of County for more than 90 days? Ç Yes   Ç No 

  
 

Husband - 
Last Name:  First Name:  Initial:  
Address Line 1:  
Address Line 2:  
City:  County:  State:  Zip Code:  
Phone No.:  Drivers License No.:  
Date of Birth:  Social Security No:  
Number of Marriages:  
Has Husband been a Resident of Ohio for more than 6 months?  Ç Yes   Ç No 
Has Husband been a Resident of County for more than 90 days? Ç Yes   Ç No 

  
 

Opposing Party's Attorney - 
Name:  
Address Line 1:  
Address Line 2:  
City:  State:  Zip Code:  
Phone No.:  Supreme Court Registration No.:  

  
 

Marriage Information - 
Date of Marriage:  Place of Marriage:  

  

These screen shots and sample printout will give you an idea of how easily 
FLPA can generate perfect documents. If youôre preparing the divorce 
complaint, you simply choose the grounds in the dialog show above. Above 
left, you select the method of service by simply clicking your mouse. Left, 
youôre filing an answer to a complaint. Just pick your affirmative defenses 
from the list. FLPA automatically includes cites to the statutes and civil 
rules. 

Law Of f ice Comput ing Page 7 
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OHIO  SPOUSAL SUPPORT  

Our new Ohio Spousal Sup-

port Calculator (MA_2004) 

is one of the most recent 

additions to our library of 

legal and tax programs. If 

you practice family law, we 

think youôll find MA_2004 

indispensable.  

 

Over the years, weôve re-

ceived countless requests for 

a spousal support calculator 

that is like our child support 

calculator. Revised Ohio 

Child Support Guidelines 

(WROCSG) is the de-facto 

standard for calculating child 

support in Ohio and is used 

by more than 106 Courts and 

government agencies. 

 

What Does MA_2004 Do? 

 

MA_2004 is a tool for 

calculating spousal support, 

tax issues, family budgets, 

child support, and property 

division. The child support 

software incorporated in 

MA_2004 is the same as in 

our WROCSG with some 

additions. But the big change 

in MA_2004 is not about 

child support or taxesðitôs 

about spousal support. 

 

Spousal Support/Alimony 

 

ORC §3105.18(B) lists 11 

factors that a trial court must 

consider in determining 

spousal support. Following 

these guidelines, MA_2004 

provides a range of 

recommended spousal 

support figures that is not 

simply the result of a tax 

analysis or income 

equalization formula. You 

can review the results and 

methodology by viewing the 

forms in the Spousal 
Support section. It links you 

to  the four items described 

below. 

 

1. Income, Taxes, Support 
& Expenses 

 

This form contains a side-by-

side summary of the partiesô 

taxable and nontaxable 

income along with personal 

and living expenses 

(essential and non-essential). 

Both before-tax and after-tax 

information is provided with 

the currently-set amount of 

spousal support. See Page 9.  

 

2. Support v. Lifestyle 
 

This form summarizes the 

information contained in the 

Income, Taxes, Support & 
Expenses form through a 

range of 28 different values 

of spousal support. We call 

it the Lifestyle form because 

it provides an excellent and 

instructive comparison of 

each partyôs ability to meet 

essential and nonessential 

living expenses at different 

levels of spousal support. 

Whether you accept the 

premise that a personôs life-

style is defined by their 

spending habits, youôll find 

this form to be one of  

MA_2004ôs most telling 

reports. See Page 9. 

 

3. ReportðStatutory Con-
siderations 
 

This report must be seen to 

be appreciated. Unfortu-

nately, itôs too long to be 

duplicated in this brief news-

letter. Itôs written in a style 

that is more like a legal brief 

or judgment entry than an 

accounting spreadsheet. It 

begins by finding the differ-

ence between the partiesô 

respective total incomes. 

Each partyôs income is then 

adjusted for payment of 

federal, state and local 

income taxes in order to at-

tain a more realistic starting 

point for comparing after-tax 

income and each partyôs 

ability to meet their personal 

and living expenses (i.e., 

maintain their lifestyle). 

Using income equalization as 

a starting point, MA_2004 

compares each partyôs 

income against their essential 

and nonessential expenses. 

The obvious purpose is to 

see to what extent a party 

can meet living expenses at 

various levels of spousal 

support. Though distinguish-

ing between essential and 

nonessential living expenses 

may seem arbitrary or 

artificial, in cases where 

spendable income doesnôt 

meet living expenses, itôs 

helpful to know which ex-

penses are nonessential. Be-

cause division of the family 

unit necessarily involves 

supporting two households 

on the same income that 

previously supported one, 

categorizing expenses as 

essential or nonessential usu-

ally assumes increased 

importance. 

 

You can see a sample of this 

report on the Demos & 
Downloads page of our web 

site. 
 

4. Set Spousal Support 
 

This form lets you deviate 

from any formulas or algo-

rithms and set your own 

amount to be used in the tax 

calculations and expense 

comparisons. In the end, itôs 

you in control of the calcu-

lation and not the other 

way around. 

1. You computer runs noticeably 
slower. 

2. Your phone bill includes 1-900 calls 

that you never made. 

3. A new item appears in your brow-
swerõs Favorites list that you did not 

put there and that you cannot 
delete. 

4. You get pop-up advertisements 
when your browser is not even 

running or even when youõre not 
connected to the Internet. 

5. You enter a search term in Internet 
Explorerõs address bar and when 

you press enter, an unfamiliar site 
handles your search instead of your 
usual search site. 

6. At a time when youõre not doing 
anything online, your modem lights 
flash like when youõre downloading 
a file or surfing the Web. 

Six 

Signs of 

SpyWare 

For Windows XP. Itõs easy to forget to 
update Windows, and while it may 
seem unnecessary, it can sometimes 
be fatal. Being the worldõs number one 

operating system, itõs also the number 
one target for ill-willed hackers. Micro-
soft responds to threats reasonably 

promptly, but it you donõt perform the 
update in time, you may end up regret-
ting it. You could make a point of 
remembering to check every Monday, 

(yeah, thatõll work), or you could set 
Windows to update automatically. 

Hereõs how. Go to Control Panel. 

Using Control Panelôs Classic 

View, double-click the System 

icon, and click on the Automatic 

Updates tab to reveal the Win-

dows Update settings. Check the 

box labeled Keep my computer 

up to date. The recommended sub-

setting is Download the up-

dates automatically and no-
tify me when they are ready 
to be installed. Note that this 

instruction may vary slightly depending 
on the Service Pack that you have 

installed.  

Automate 

Windows 

Update 
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essential living expenses (i.e., the fifth 

column from the left goes below 100%); 
and Cñis the point at which the Wife/

Payee is able to meet 100% of her 

essential and nonessential living 

expenses (i.e., the rightmost column 

reaches 100%). The table suggests a 

potential range of annual spousal 

support from $13,338 to $26,676. The 

A, B & C designations are for illustration 
purposes and are not part of the program 

printout. The actual printed forms are 

print-shop perfect in spite of the fact that 

the facsimiles on this page become dis-

torted in the reduction process. 

The Lifestyle form details the 

relationship between 28 different 
spousal support amounts and the 

parties' respective ability to meeting 

essential and nonessential living 

expenses. The 28 support orders range 

from zero to that amount of support 

required to equalize the parties' 

combined taxable income after taxes and 
including nontaxable incomeñthe third 
column from the leftñóChild Support.ó 

In the example from the Tutorial in our 

manual, there are at least three 

interesting rows to take note of: Añis 

the point at which the Husband and 

Wifeõs incomes after taxes and exchange 

of child support are approximately 
equal; Bñis the point beyond which the 

Husband/Payor is unable to meet his 

C 

B 

A 
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One Hundred Plus  
 
Youôre in good company 
When you purchase our Re- 
vised Ohio Child Support  
Guidelines (WROCSG)  pro- 
gram. More than 100  
County Courts and Govern - 
ment Agencies use  
WROCSGðincluded are 
Domestic Relations Courts, 
Juvenile Courts, Probate 
Courts, Child Support En-
forcement Agencies, Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
Department of Job & Family 
Services, Prosecutorôs Of-
fices, Appellate Courts, Law 
Libraries and Universities 
throughout Ohio. So chances 
are pretty good that no mat-
ter where you practice, the 
Court or Agency youôre in is 
using the same program. 
 
A recent enhancement to 
WROCSG is the use of an 
enhanced worksheet that 
provides at a glance all of the 
collateral information that is 
required to perform a child 
support calculation. This 
blueprint for the presentation 
of information extends not 
only to the printed worksheet, 
but also the program display 
itself. Weôve done away with 
buttons and dialogs. Itôs all 
there in front of you in black 
and white. Easier to use and 
easier to understand. 
 
As far as your printing 
choices are concerned, noth-
ingôs missing. You can still 
print an exact statutory ver-
sion of the sole residential, 
shared parenting, or split 
parenting worksheets. And 
we still have the abbreviated 
or short form worksheet that 
puts everything you want on 
one sheet of paper!  
 
Support Scheduler  
 
One ever-popular and useful 
extra is the arrearage calcu-
lator. It now does so much 
more than simply calculating 

arrearages that we call it the 
Support Scheduler . Its pur-
pose is to track support due 
dates and payments in order 
to provide a full and detailed 
rendering of the child support 
account from beginning to 
end. Calculating arrearages 
is a snap because built-in 
utilities let you enter the 
terms of a support order and 
any number of modifica-
tions  so that literally hun-
dreds of transactions can be 
entered in one step. For ex-
ample, if an obligor was or-
dered to make $400 pay-
ments monthly starting Au-
gust 15, 1989, you could 
simply enter those terms 
using the Support Order 
utility and the program would 
instantly provide you with 
a complete account that 
details each and every pay-
ment,  together with a running 
balance. Letôs further sup-
pose that the obligor started 
making payments in the be-
ginning but stopped making 
payments after July 1997. 
Weôve included another utility 
called the Payment Series 
that will allow you to enter the 
starting and ending dates of 
the obligorôs consecutive 
payments in order to itemize 
and calculate a running bal-
ance on a payment-by-
payment basis. Of course, 
you can insert, modify, delete 
and add individual entries 
anywhere in the schedule 
that you desire. 
 
Interested in Interest?  
 
WROCSG calculates interest 
on arrearages automatically. 
Furthermore, the entire child 
support account can be 
printed so that each payment 
due date, each payment, and 
each item of accrued interest 
is clearly set forth in a 
straightforward, easy-to-
understand arrangement. 
Weôve definitely elevated the 
calculation of arrearages and 
interest to new levels of so-

Feature/Benefits  
 

¶ WROCSG is customized 

for Windows XP, but it runs 
in all 32-bit Windows oper-
ating systems (i.e., Win-
dows 2000, Windows ME, 
Windows 98 and Windows 
95). 

¶ Youôll always be up-to-date 

on the latest law and pro-
gramming changes be-
cause WROCSG can 
download upgrades from 
the Internet 24 hours a 
day, seven days a weekð
and downloadable up-
grades are always free 
until a new major version is 
released.  

¶ The familiar look and feel 

of WROCSG will have you 
working like a pro the first 
time you run the pro-
gramðno learning curve, 
no training classes. Just 
type and go! 

¶ WROCSG now has the 

ability to send its output to 
your word processor in 
addition to your printerð
think of the possibilities, 
i.e., faxing, emailing, incor-
porating into documents, 
briefs, etc. 

¶ One mouse click lets you 

switch between the three 
statutory table lookup 
methods. 

¶ WROCSG automatically 

handles the calculation of 
minimum support orders 
for combined incomes in 
excess of $150,000. 

¶ Easily perform program 

modifications like annually 
changing federal income 
tax dependency exemption 
on line 8 of the work-
sheetðwithout paying an-
nual subscription or update 
fees. 

¶ Extensive help information 

and relevant statutory cites 
are available via the ac-

REVISED  OHIO  
CHILD  SUPPORT  GUIDELINES  


